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‘Gangs are
using sport to
lure residents’

‘Breeding grounds for recruitment’

ESTHER LEWIS
Staf Reporier

GANG members and drug
lords are hosting towrnaments
where drugs are allegedly
being sold, exploiting resi-
dents’ calls for sport and recre-
ation activities in their areas.

The Community Policing
Forum (CPF) board believe that
sports events, where prize
money can be as much as
R25000, could also be the
perfect breeding ground for
vecruitment.

Provincial CPF spokesman
Faisal Abrahams said the
disturbing trend had been
picked up in several “vulnera-
ble” communities over the past
nine months

These areas included Uit-
sig, Hisies River, Mitchells
Plain, Grassy Park and Laven-
der Hill

“These people are looking at
all the weaknesses in commu-
nities and piggy-backing off
it” said Abrahams.

Community leader Lle-
wellyn Jordaan said gang lead-
ers had taken the gap in Laven-
der Hill

“They have hijacked an
appealing space. They can
provide soccer equipment and
kit them out. It's an attractive
environment for youth,” said
Jordaan.

He said several soccer
matches would be organised by
gang members on an open field
on Sundays. Prize money
would be in the region of
R25 000 for the winning team.

Jordaan said that since the
main organiser - and member
of the Corner Boys gang
Ganief Sonday was gunned
down nearly three months ago,
coupled with a spate of shoot-
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ties. They have the necessary
(illegal) funds to ensure pro-
grammes take place” said
Abrahams.

He warned that drug activi-
ties didn't stop just because of
interventions and the contin-
ued raiding of drug houses,

Police have confiscated at
least R85billion worth of
drugs in the past year.

The new modus operandi,
claimed both Abrahams and
Jordaan, was that drugs and
alcohol were being sold to spec-
tators at these tournaments.

The gangs and drug lords
were also getting recognition
from residents for “keepin,
their children off the streets”
rahams said. He warned
that there was always a price to
pay,even if they didn't immedi-
ately ask for anything in
return.

In his research, crimino-
logist Irvin Kinnes noted that
some gangs often saw them-
selves as community workers.

“This is done for purely
opportunistic reasons and it is
a measure by which they gain
acceptance and respectability”
Kinnes wrote.

Community Safety MEC
Dan Plato said he was unaware
of the practice, but would seek
a meeting with provincial
Police Commissioner Arno
Lamoer to discuss it.

He said sport initiatives
were great tools for crime-pre-
vention and it was “most dis-
turbing that sport tournaments
could be exploited for crime”

Sport MEC Ivan Meyer

that they are not abused for
criminal purpose,” said Meyer.

He said his department had
a number of alternatives to
gangsterism and anti-social
behaviour, Street soccer pro-
‘grammes had been launched in
Delft. The soccer and netball
programmes were launched in
Bokmakierie in Athlone at the
weekend.

The initiatives, which
formed part of the provincial
gang intervention and pre-
vention programme, would be
rolled out in more communi-
ties, said Meyer.

Community services may-
oral committee member Tan-
deka Gqada said that the city's
sport, recreation and ameni-
ties department consistently
upgraded and _constructed
facilities across the city:

She said that in the Laven-
der Hill area in particular, the
Seawinds Sports Complex was
recently opened

Residents should also utilise
existing spaces at schools, said
Gaada.

Recreation hubs were also
opened in Lotus River, Ocean
View and Hout Bay

The hubs are part of the
city's strategy to bring sustain
able activities and programmes.
back to community centres,
said Ggada,

But Social Development
MEC Albert Fritz said exploit-
ing sport was an “age old” prac-
tice. He said criminals pro-
vided entertainment disguised
at “social responsibility” pro-
jects, It created the impression
that a life of gangsterism and
crime paid, said Fritz

“In reality; only the fat cats
at the top benefit, leaving the
followers to fight the battles
and end up as statistics.”





