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“It’s time for us to get into the driver’s seat”
I grew up by my grandmother. I was a few days old when my mother left me and when I first
saw her again I was 18 years old. I am the eldest child and I don’t think she was prepared to
have a baby at that time.
When I was dreaming as a young girl I would always think I would become a social worker. I am
part of the ‘Women Hope for the Nation’ organization now. I mostly think why I became
involved was my first marriage, which was very abusive. I always said that I would like to help
women that went through an abusive relationship. We educate them and show them that there
is help out there for them. We mainly work on domestic violence and child abuse cases.
You get so many women that are in abusive relationships and don’t want to take action. I think
what really made me do this is because for so long we sat at the backside. It’s time for us
women to get into the driver’s seat. Women have to educate themselves on how to go for the
interdict. But if they are unemployed they worry about who is financially going to look after
them and the children if they get divorced. That is their main concern. We can’t tell them to
leave their husband; they have to take that step themselves.

“My child is your child”
Child abuse and domestic violence are really like a vicious cycle. When I speak to women and
men, I always go back to their past, and I hear that their father abused their mother. It’s almost
like it’s something right to them. It’s like a cycle that has to be broken. The men should also be
educated and get it out of their mind that beating up the wife is the right thing to do.
Just recently we had three rape cases of children. One was five, the others were seven and
eleven years old. One of them was raped by her uncle and the other by her stepfather. (…) I
wouldn’t say it’s getting worse though. I would say we are trying to get it under control. What
we are learning in the community is that my child is your child. We have to look after each other.
If anyone suspects something is wrong they should act on it immediately, whether it’s their own
child or not.
I would say 70% of the families in the community are female-headed households. Even if there is
a husband he is most of the times at home and the wife is working. I am proud of the way that

some of the women we helped took a stand and got divorced. They now know that they are
independent, they can look after themselves and run their houses. They were actually the head
of the house all along. Even if the husband works, the children will still look for mommy to put
the food on the table. What really makes us women proud is when our children are in school,
when they don’t drop out. When we know that they will reach a goal in life. We know that what
we didn’t have we can give it to our children.
In today’s world it’s easier to raise your daughters. A few years back you were proud to know
that the son takes the problem out and the daughter takes it in. However, when this drug
became available you had to be so aware of everything. The merchants tell the kids what to do.
For our sons we have to be so watchful, especially with the drugs being sold at school. My son
from 23 was also on drugs. I dealt with him but in a very harsh way. I can tell you I punished him
a lot. At that time he was 18 years old. I told him it’s rather you going to come right or I’m
putting you out of the house. I did not want him to influence my other children. It worked. I told
him: “Remember when I put you, out nobody will take you in, you are unemployed. I don’t think
you will live under anybody else’s roof like you live here”. We also didn’t allow him to play
soccer on Saturday, which is what he loves doing. One of his friends that was on tik became very
sick, that scared my son. He is now a role model for the kids though, teaching them to play
soccer. That’s what I always tell the youth: “Become your own role model”. We don’t have to
bring in people here.
Abuse is a big problem but drugs is also big in our community and gangsterism is getting out of
hand. That is actually very hectic for us. Children from nine years old are already on tik.
Unemployment is also a big issue but men should also learn to become self-sustainable. They
are so quick to complain they haven’t got work. I don’t believe that you cannot even start with a
vegetable project in your garden. Why don’t they do that? I’m very against unemployment.

“We have to work 24/7”
We community developers have to work 24/7. That is very hectic. Yet I believe that there still is
hope. I always say where there is life there is hope. But there are days you feel we should just
withdraw and give up. But then, when you see the children at the end of the day, if you should
also leave them, what is gonna become of them?
What changed is that people look after each other’s children nowadays. Who is standing up it’s
mostly the women though. You strike a women you strike a rock. They are braver than men.
Even if you take the Neigbourhood Watch, the majority of volunteers is women. Especially when
it comes to the children, they take a stand. The women will come in masses and we go and we
sort it out. The gangsters are there, they are very evil in what they are doing, but they also have
respect for women. They still have that respect. But when a man should go and confront them
than it will get violent…
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