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BRANCH BUZZZZZING 
 
What you may have missed  since the October 2011 
newsletter: 

 
The Annual Branch Dinner went down well on 

5 October at Kelvin Grove. Our thanks to Marianne and her 
support group, and Kelvin. John Gilmour gave us an insight 
into the LEAP Programme, helping maths- and science-
focused education in poor communities. The Branch has 
sent a small donation to the LEAP-programme.  

19 October saw Malcolm Watters addressing a 35-
strong group on “The evolution of access management at 
the southern tip of Africa”, replacing the Snape Lecture 
normally held in October. (Note, this was not the other 
paper that Malcolm was recently involved in that had the 
transport fraternity “excited”). We hope to get a site address 
where this lecture can be accessed. 

Noted in December 2011's “Civil Engineering” – joint 
winners of the national project awards: “technical 
excellence”: Buitengragt Pedestrian Bridge and Granger 
Bay Boulevard & Greenpoint Roundabout. Our 
congratulations to all involved. 

On 7 November the Joint Structural Division arranged 
a  talk by Professor Roger Plank, President of IstructE on  
“The Structural Engineer’s Role in Fire Engineering” . Prof 
Roger, an expert in the field of fire engineering and 
sustainable construction addressed his audience on the 
major advances in assessing the requirements for 
structural safety in the event of fire. While the initial focus 
was on steel framed buildings, the performance of concrete 
structures and the effects of spalling were reviewed. 

27 people at the AGM on 16 November. Our thanks 
to Quinten, chairman of the past two years,  for his 
leadership and hard work (much of it behind the scenes) 
and for extracting cash from the national office! Also, 
thanks and congratulations to Abdulla Parker, Treasurer, 
on producing the best financial reporting of all SAICE 
branches, and Heath Webb, who has stepped aside to let 
Alice Chang take over the reins as secretary. New 

Committee Members: Emmanuel Akampunra, Ishaq 
Ebrahiem, Kate Murphy (she returns to the committee), 
Keith Mackie, Tumelo Thotela, Sandra Serumaga-Zake 
(UCT Student Chapter) and Sonel Reynolds (US Student 
Chapter). Of the student chapters: Vafa Naraghi's report on 
UCT was impressive and perhaps we shouldn't be 
surprised to see that UCT was adjudged the best S.C. in 
the country. Also at the AGM, Brenda Sudano reported that 
the ECSA Board had been disbanded by the minister, and 
nominations for new appointees would be requested. It 
should not affect the running of ECSA, however. 

The where and when of branch meetings/lectures is 
still open for debate. 

After the AGM, Tony Boniface delivered a most 
interesting talk on the history of tunneling in South Africa, 
starting with what may have been the first one in 1844,  
near Hankey; it was 100m long and 5m diameter, semi-
circular. The doubt about the “first” arises  from the 
contents of an Andrew Bain letter of 1847, which referred to 
a “tunnel” serving the Block Drift (sp?) Dam near Alice – 
from the wording in the letter it could be inferred that this 
tunnel already existed in 1835. Another Bain tunnel was his 
attempt to shorten the route of Bains Kloof Pass. 1849, 
336ft long, but when it collapsed, it was abandoned. There 
is still a signpost marking the Western portal of the attempt.  

The oldest road tunnel still in use is in Cogmanskloof. 
It was built between 1875 and 1877. (Railway) Tunnel No.1 
in the Hex River area was built at around the same time, 
being completed in 1876. 180m long, it was in use until 
1930. The first water tunnel around Cape Town, was built 
between 1887 and 1891, linking the Woodhead Dam, on 
Table Mountain and Cape Town (said Tony – did it precede 
the building of the dam between 1893 and 1897?).  

Bearing in mind his own extensive involvement and 
expertise in tunneling in South Africa, it would be 
interesting to hear more from Tony at some stage.  

Into the new year and we had an earlier than usual 
start on 25 January, with a talk by Keith Mackie on 
“Evolution, Environment and Engineers”. If you weren't one 
of the 26 people there and you are concerned that you are 
unable to connect Darwin, Dawkins and De Bono with ice 
ages, in the time allotted Keith didn't manage it either. 

We're still battling to get our act together on the CPD-
points for our 2011 lecture series. It shouldn't take us too 
much longer. 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
Snape Memorial Lecture (2011) 22 February  
Branch meeting 14 March (21 March is a public holiday) 
Presidential Address , Kelvin Grove, 28 March. 
Branch meeting 18 April 
Water Competition 12 May 

Regional Awards Competition, presentations, 16 May 
Bridge Building Competition, TBC 
Branch meeting, 20 June 
Branch meeting, 18 July 
Branch meeting 15 August 
….more later 
 
SNAPE MEMORIAL LECTURE 22 FEBRUARY (held 
over from 2011) 
Topic: Enjoying the GFCF Roller Coaster Ride  
Presenter: Albert Geldenhuys 
Date: Wednesday 15 February 2012 
Time: 17h00 for 17h30 
Venue: Athenaeum, Newlands 

Albert, a Fellow of the Institution, obtained his 
Honours degree in Civil Engineering (Cum Laude) from the 
University of Stellenbosch in 1979. He is a Director and 
General Manager: RSA Regions of Aurecon after serving 
as the Regional Manager of Africon in the Western Cape 
for 11 years and Cape Town Office Manager for 13 years. 
During that time he was also the Managing Director of the 
firm’s Civil & Environmental Division for a few years. He 
serves on the firm’s Executive Committee. He specialises 
in civil, transport and structural engineering fields, and in 
project management . The lecture will be good! 
 
BRANCH MEETING 14 MARCH (note, not on the third 
Wednesday) 
Date: 14 March 2012 
Time: 17h00 for 17h30 
Venue: Athenaeum, Newlands 
Topic 1 “Delivering Africa's first mega offshore iron 

ore export terminal: Case Study of Guinea”   
Presenter1:   Siviwe Mabija  

Siviwe is an Associate Member of the Institution. After 
graduating from Durban University of Technology in 2003, 
he studied for his BSc.Eng at UCT, graduating in 2007, and 
he hopes to graduate soon with an MSc in Coastal and Port 
Engineering from the University of Stellenbosch. Since 
graduation, he's been with Ninham Shand /Aurecon, mainly 
in coastal engineering, ports and on dams.  

Guinea, like most West Africa countries, has 
significant mineral deposits (viz. high grade iron ore), in the 
Simandou Complex, but lacks port facilities to export these. 
The lecture will look at a study for the need for a port,  a 
basic overview of current deepwater ports in Africa and 
West Africa, their limitations in terms of the expected iron 
export volumes and a description of the operation of large 
ore ports and design issues. 
 
Topic 2 Rehabilitation and widening of Black River 

Parkway, including the demolition of bridges 



Presenter2: TBC  
Ever wondered about how they keep the traffic 

flowing while they get on with the necessary. All the 
problems faced by the designers/constructors of this short 
but vital part of transport network..... 
 
 
PRESIDENTIAL VISIT 28 MARCH 
Topic: Presidential address 
Presenter: Dr Martin Van Veelen 
Date: Wednesday 28 March 2012 
Time: 17h00 for 17h30 
Venue: Kelvin Grove, Grill Room 

Dr Martin Van Veelen, SAICE's 110th president, will 
be here. Engineering News notes that he is an industry 
veteran, has 33 years’ experience in civil engineering, 
environmental and project management, mainly in water-
related projects. His presidential address is entitled “A 
Succession Plan for Civil Engineering in South Africa” and 
we may expect him to “touch on various issues pertaining 
to the challenges experienced by the industry, but most 
importantly to those relating to the sustainable succession 
of relevant skills and experience”, and “how the sector can 
effectively aid in the development of infrastructure and 
overseeing the sustainable management of the country’s 
valuable infrastructure assets.” Your opportunity to meet 
him and ask him those burning questions. 

 
BRANCH MEETING 18 APRIL 
Topic: “Granger Bay Boulevard & Green Point 

Roundabout”  
Presenter: Bertie Byker or nominee 
Date: 18 April 2012 
Time: 17h00 for 17h30 
Venue: Athenaeum, Newlands 

The project was a joint winner of the 2011 
national awards, category of technical excellence, 
and we know what the judges had to say about it, but 
here is the opportunity to hear it at first hand.  

 
WATER COMPETITION FOR SCHOOLS12 MAY 
Venue TBC (it was at the Liberty Promenade Mall in 
Mitchells Plain last year), from 09h00 on. Please note in 
your diaries. Even if you don't get involved in encouraging 
schools to take part (feel free to offer your services to 
Quinten in that regard), your help on the day can help 
lighten the load for Quinten and Alice (and Prof Van Zyl?). 
 
REGIONAL AWARDS 16 MAY 
Topic:  Worthy candidate projects 
Presenters: Various 

Date: Wednesday 16 May 2012 
Time: 17h00 for 17h30 
Venue: Athenaeum, Newlands 

Entries for the SAICE Western Cape Regional 
Awards for Excellence in Civil Engineering close on 26 April 
2012. Projects that were substantially complete in 2011 are 
eligible. There are three categories: 
(a) Projects of Outstanding Technical Excellence 
(b) Projects directed towards benefitting or otherwise 
involving a specific community 
(c) Projects in an international context (this category is 
submitted to SAICE national but the Branch would like a 
presentation at some stage!). 

For the Western Cape Awards, categories (a) and (b): 
• Please note: the rules indicate different  marking for these 
two categories; however this year we shall only be 
making a single award, regardless of category, for the 
project receiving the highest total marks;  
• Competition rules available from Steve Fanner. (may also 
appear on the Branch website www.saicewc.co.za) 
• Steve's contact details: 021 976 6589; 073 742 8025; 
fanner@telkomsa.net 
•  Entries (written) close on 26 April 2012; 
• Please submit your entries to Steve Fanner (Box 1085, 
Durbanville, 7551, or 13 Azalea Street, Durbanville, 7550) 

 
SCHOOLS BRIDGE BUILDING COMPETITION (Date 
TBC, possibly 19 MAY) 
Canal Walk (also TBC). Come along and support Andrew, 
Ishaq and their team – working out what the various 
structures can endure is an exacting task, even for the 
structural experts. Loading: usually sometime after 16h00. 
 
BRANCH MEETING 20 JUNE  
 Work in progress, but possibly another transport 
project, the BRT/MyCiTi. Keep an eye on your inbox. 
 
ARE YOU CONNECTED.....? 
 We regularly send out email messages to 
members via E-flash. It is our hope that this will replace 
hardcopy newsletters, saving a small fortune on printing 
and posting. If you would like to be on the E-flash address 
list, send an email to 
marianne.vanderschuren@uct.ac.za with the 
heading SAICE E-flash – highly recommended. You need 
not put anything in the text if you don't want to. 
Alternatively, fill out the Contact Page on the WCape 
Branch Website. 
 
 
 

WE ARE LISTENING... 
 if you have any comments regarding the SAICE 
WC activities, please let us know via email 
(fanner@telkomsa.net) or post (SAICE Western Cape 
Branch, c/o Steve Fanner, P.O. Box 1085, DURBANVILLE, 
7551). Comments can also be posted on our website 
http://www.saicewc.co.za which will be regularly 
updated with news and events, so keep a look out. 
 
THE FINAL WORD 
Your Committee Members have worked hard to make sure 
events will be happening and that this newsletter will reach 
you in late February. Remember to tell us about changes in 
email and other addresses. Note that all official records are 
kept at National Office, thus, any changes in your personal 
details should also be sent to the National Office: SAICE 
National Office, Private Bag X200, Halfway House, 1685. 
Tel. 011 805 5947/48/53 
Fax. 011 805 5971. Email: civilinfo@saice.org.za  
National Web: http://www.civils.org.za 
Local Web:  http://www.saicewc.co.za 
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