
Johannesburg, 3 May 2012
Programme



This book belongs to 
TED Worldwide Talent Search Johannesburg delegate:

.....................................................................................................

(If found please return to owner)



Greetings, from the TEDxSoweto team. 

The Johannesburg leg of TED Worldwide Talent Search is 
finally here. We’d like to welcome all of you to this historic 
event. And like you, we can’t wait to hear the talks. But before 
that, a few words:

TED, in partnership with TEDxSoweto, is hosting the 
Johannesburg leg of TED Worldwide Talent Search here in 
the heart of Soweto. We are thrilled that TED curator Chris 
Anderson will co-host the event with TED content director Kelly 
Stoetzel and our very own Kelo Kubu, TEDxSoweto convenor. 
This event is exciting not just for us at TEDxSoweto, but also 
for the entire TEDx community and TED enthusiasts in this part 
of the world. 

An extraordinary auditions and selection process has yielded 
a lineup of exceptional speakers, across disciplines and 
backgrounds, from all over South Africa, and also some from 
elsewhere on the continent. The event is a great opportunity to 
showcase African ingenuity but it also represents a chance to 
reset the bar on what it will take to effect meaningful change – 
locally and globally – through the power of ideas.

Also, we’d like to thank all our many partners, whose 
knowledge, skills and resources have helped to make this 
event possible. A special thanks goes to Samsung, without 
whom none of this would have happened, MTN for enabling 
connectivity, The Bean There Company for the fantastic 
coffee, Maboneng Precinct for hosting the networking session, 
Grolsch for the welcoming drinks and DSG for lending us their 
technology 

Enjoy,

The TEDxSoweto Team, ably assisted by TEDxJozi.
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TED Worldwide Talent Search Johannesburg
Programme Schedule

2:00:00 Registration

3:00:00 Welcome + Intro by Kelo and Chris
3:05:00 Bruce Bassett
3:12:00 Allan Savory
3:19:00 Simon Ratcliffe
3:26:00 Jodi Bieber
3:33:00 Josh Ginsburg
3:37:00 Gary Flax
3:41:00 Yvonne Mokgoro
3:48:00 Nick Boraine
3:53:00 Robyn Grobler

4:00:00 Conversation Break
5:00:00 What is your idea worth spreading?

5:16:00 Steve Barnett
5:23:00 Lesley Perkes
5:29:00 Zoya Mabuto
5:36:00 Lee Swan
5:43:00 Ludwick Marishane
5:50:00 Andrea Marshall
5:57:00 Arthur Attwell
6:02:00 Toby Shapshak
6:08:00 Luke Taylor
6:15:00 Nimrod Moloto

6:24:00 Tea and Coffee
7:30:00 Networking Reception 
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TED Worldwide Talent Search Johannesburg
Networking Reception
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The networking reception and official closing party of TED Worldwide 
Talent Search, Johannesburg, takes place on the rooftop of Main Street 
Life, at the Maboneng Precinct in Johannesburg. Welcoming drinks are 
complimentary, courtesy of Grolsch (www.grolsch.co.za). The bar will 
be on cash basis, so do bring a wallet. Food will be served by the famed 
rooftop Mobile Sushi Bar and Sharp Braai. Enjoy the treat and support 
these local traders. 

The Thursday nightmarket will be open, so, as is often the case on 
these nights, the city streets will be buzzing with activity. Safe parking is 
available on Fox, Berea, Kruger and Maritzburg streets.

Expect a cosy, laid-back party in the true spirit of TED closing parties, 
with panoramic views of the Johannesburg nightskyline. It’s early May so 
we’ve ensured there’ll be enough fireburners and blankets to keep you 
warm. There’ll be emphasis on dialogue and interaction. Appointments 
will be confirmed, friendships sealed and collaborations set.

Visit www.mabonengprecinct.com/contact/location-directions, or 
call Hayleigh on 083 245 1040 for directions. 

For details and directions visit www.mabonengprecinct.com.



BRUCE BASSETT

Author of the popular book “Introducing Relativity”, Bruce 
has a passion for teaching research, connecting people to 
science and exploring ways of doing things better. Inspired by 
the ongoing revolution in South African science he returned 
home after a decade abroad and heads up the cosmology 
group at the African Institute for Mathematical Sciences. He is 
also research astronomer at the South African Astronomical 
Observatory and Professor of Mathematics at the University of 
Cape Town.
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ALAN SAVORY

Allan is a Zimbabwean biologist, game ranger, farmer, rancher 
and politician. In the 1960s, he made a significant breakthrough 
in understanding what was causing the desertification of 
the world’s grasslands and figured out how to use properly 
managed livestock to restore those lands. He developed a 
decision-making framework called Holistic Management that 
results in ecologically regenerative, economically viable and 
socially sound management of grasslands. He is president of 
the Savory Institute and board chair of the Africa Centre for 
Holistic Management near Victoria Falls.
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SIMON RATCLIFFE

Simon Ratcliffe had a rural, mostly shoeless childhood. Tinker-
ing, exploring, imagining. Along with roads that at times served 
as childhood-rivers in the rainy season, semi-rural existence 
showered him with exquisite night skies. Astronomy itself left 
it’s first mark in his early teens during a trip to an old telescope, 
on a farm way out in the eastern part of the country. He slept 
with the telescope, the roof of the observatory rolled back for 
the night, inviting the heavens in. This would kindle a spark 
that remained as the years rolled on. Studies in Physics and 
Mathematics cemented his love of how things work, and what 
better thing to understand the working of than the universe and 
our place in it?
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JODI BIEBER

Jodi’s photographic  career began at the Star newspaper 
in September 1993 after completing 3 short courses at The 
Market Photography Workshop. She covered South Africa’s 
first democratic elections, then participate in the World Press 
Masterclass and began working on international assignments. 
Her first book “Between Dogs and Wolves – Growing up with 
South Africa”. was published in 2006. Her monograph Soweto 
in 2010. She exhibits all around the world. She has won 
numerous awards. Her most recent - World Press photo Award 
of the Year, 2010.
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JOSH GINSBERG

Guided by an interest in the architecture of memory – in how 
thoughts and ideas are stored, recalled and combined to 
interact, comprehend and communicate within the world – my 
practice as an artist centers around the day-to-day collection 
and creation of digital fragments. From sound or video clips 
to text or still images, these fragments are arranged and 
networked within a dynamic digital archive. Conceived as a 
labyrinth of thoughts, the archive enables the performance of 
improvised audiovisual tours – visual articulations of streaming 
consciousness.
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GARY FLAX

Gary Flax is an innovator, designer and businessman with 
over 24 trademarks and patents credited to his name. Born 
in Johannesburg South Africa, Flax has the ability to access 
products and to look for opportunities to develop products 
from concept right through to final commercial products. His 
current companies include Little Luxury Water Coolers and 
Filters, Creatures’ gear, Jeep Baby, PrototypePro, Gaflax and 
Water 4 Drinking. Flax always puts his mind to innovative ideas 
on making a difference in people’s lives. He’s a supporter of 
democracy and woman and children rights.
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YVONNE MOKGORO

Yvonne Mokgoro has stepped down from the bench at the 
Constitutional Court having served a full 15 year term. She 
now serves as Judge in the Office of the Chief Justice. She 
also serves on a number of law bodies, trusts and boards. 
She has taught Law at South African, British, American and 
Dutch universities, and she holds a number of honorary 
Professorships and doctorates in South Africa and abroad. 
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NICK BORAINE

Nick graduated from the University of the Witwatersrand in 
Johannesburg in 1994 with an honors degree in drama. Since 
then he has been involved in countless aspects of performing, 
writing and directing for stage, television and film. Touring 
the world with the production “Truth in Translation” was a 
watershed moment on both a professional and personal level 
for him. Through countless workshops and interactions with 
other performers, ex-combatants and children he saw endless 
possibilities to use theatre to provoke a perceptual shift that 
might stop violence and promote dialogue.  Nick began work for 
Global Arts Corps as an Associate Artistic Director in March of 
2011.
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ROBYN GROBLER

They call me ‘dokotela’ and I take a daily dive into the Delirium 
Aquarium that is the public hospital I work in as a medical 
intern. Learning to be a doctor, and coping with being one 
once you’ve got the job are hefty experiences I believe to be 
unique, terrifying and utterly visceral. Provision of health care 
in South Africa adds another challenge and we try as young 
professionals and civil servants to offer patients what we can 
with what we have. I also suggest a ‘felicity suit’- an armor 
of emotional toughness held together with as much joy and 
compassion as the wearer can spare.
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STEVE BARNETT

Steve Barnett is The Silent Conductor. Without speaking, 
and armed with his baton, energy and humour, he conducts 
orchestras with a difference. None of the players have 
rehearsed, in fact few have ever played an instrument. But 
the music they create amazes and inspires. Born in South 
Africa and infused with its rhythms, he has shared the music 
orchestrating audiences in over 50 countries on 5 continents 
with hundreds of thousands of ‘performers’ for the last 15 years. 
And he loves it!
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LESLEY PERKES

Public arts producer, activist, writer-performer, Lesley is 
the CEO of AAW! Art Project Management from whose Jhb 
office she delves into the neglected places in our separated 
landscapes and hearts. Using unique approaches to public arts, 
Lesley has produced many of the permanent, temporary and 
performative installations in South Africa. So that she “does not 
die of spreadsheet”, she also works as an independent multi-
disciplinary artist - writing and performing in ‘pitch black’ style. 
She’s funny, dramatic and serious.
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ZOYA MABUTO

Deeply spiritual with a love for art, people, politics, food and 
great conversation. Energetic chatterbox with big dreams!
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LEE SWAN

Lee Swan is the first South African (and indeed African) woman 
to reach the Magnetic North Pole. She reached the Pole on 
foot at the end of an 820km race on foot from Resolute in 
Northern Canada to the Pole. The race requires you to navigate 
yourselves over frozen Arctic Ocean to complete the journey, all 
whilst living in a tent on the frozen ocean towing a sled weigh-
ing 80kgs with all food, fuel and equipment (and a shotgun to 
fend off hungry polar bears). She achieved this feat in April 
2011.
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LUDWICK MARISHANE

Ludwick Marishane is a 4th-year commerce student from South 
Africa. He is currently rated as the best student entrepreneur 
in the world (Global Champion of the Global Student 
Entrepreneurs Awards 2011). He is the founder & Chief of 
Headboy Industries Inc, and is his country’s youngest patent-
holder after having invented DryBath™. Google has named 
him as one of the 12 brightest young minds in the world, and 
he is studying a BBusSc-Finance & Accounting degree at the 
University of Cape Town.
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ADREA MARSHALL

Dr. Andrea Marshall has been living in Mozambique since 
2003. Her PhD research on the population ecology of manta 
rays, conducted through the University of Queensland, was the 
first ever doctoral thesis to be completed on these enigmatic 
animals. Educated in the United States (University of California 
Santa Barbara) and Australia (University of Queensland), 
Andrea now lives permanently in Africa. After finishing her 
thesis, Andrea stayed on to spearhead the conservation efforts 
of manta rays in Mozambique and form the Foundation for the 
Protection of Marine Megafauna.
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ARTHUR ATTWELL

I’m the founder of Paperight, a distributed print-on-demand 
service. I’m building Paperight as a Shuttleworth Foundation 
Fellow. Before working full-time on Paperight, I co-founded 
and ran Electric Book Works, a book production and consulting 
company in Cape Town, finding and testing digital-publishing 
best practice in emerging markets. There I also founded EBW 
Healthcare, which mostly publishes learning materials for 
nurses and midwives. I’m a co-founder of the Digital Minds 
Network, a group of digital-publishing experts working in 
developing countries.
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TOBY SHAPSHACK

Toby Shapshak writes and talks about innovation, his abiding 
passion. He is the editor of Stuff magazine, and a columnist for 
The Times newspaper. He has covered tech, telecoms and the 
internet for the past 14 years. He has been a news, technology 
and sports editor; and ran the Mail & Guardian’s website 
when it was the first news site in Africa. He shadowed Nelson 
Mandela when he was president, and covered the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission. A previous winner of ICT Journalist 
of the Year, in 2009 he was named in GQ’s top 30 men in 
media and the M&G’s 300 influential young South Africans.
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LUKE TAYLOR

Luke Taylor is a 15-year old high school learner from Cape 
Town who has been fascinated with technology from an early 
age. As an aspirant young IT entrepreneur, he enjoys (legal) 
hacking and trying his hand at mobile game development. 
Passionate about robotics and programming, he has already 
developed an application that allows robots to be instructed in 
plain English.



NIMROD MOLOTO

Nimrod Moloto is a classically trained musician as an Oboe 
player. Ex-member of Buskaid Soweto String Project and 
students of Gary Roberts. Now teacher and founder of Melodi 
Music Project that provides music education to over 350 
children in and around Soweto, and the project has been 
running since 2004.   
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TED Worldwide Talent Search Johannesburg Heroes

People whose work, genrousity and creativity made this event 
happen:

Bheki Ncongwane
Chris Anderson
Cloe Shasha
Ithateng Mokgoro
Jessica Tandy
Kelly Stoetzel
Kelo Kubu
Lara Stein
Makgabe Mothupi
Moleboheng Mokoena
Navvab Nkonzo
Nick Weinberg
Rabotho Rakgajane
Rita Tandy
Sean Gannet
Sinah Mokgoro
Stef Prioseschi
Stephanie O’Connor
Tany Pergola
Tebogo Thobejane
Tefo Mokgoro
Trevor Chomumwe
Zanecebo Mchunu
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TED Worldwide Talent Search Johannesburg Partners

People and organisations whose knowledge, skills and 
resources have helped make this event possible.

SAMSUNG





@tedxsoweto

facebook.com/tedxsoweto

Email: info@tedxsoweto.co.za 
Web: www.tedxsoweto.co.za

Soweto


