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Greetings to All

About Soweto, and TEDxSowetoÅc

Many of the South AfricaÅfs most far-reaching events took place 
in Soweto. And many of the countryÅfs most celebrated icons 
spent their formative years in the streets of Soweto. Consider 
the following: the Freedom Charter was drafted in Soweto; the 
1976 student uprising that ultimately led to our freedom started 
in Soweto; Soweto is host to the opening and closing games 
of the 2010 FIFA World Cup; and Soweto is home to two Nobel 
Peace Prize winners. Soweto has since evolved into a much 
bigger, intangible idea. 

For TEDxSoweto, Soweto represents a perspective (or a point 
of view) of those who strive in spite of the odds. These are the 
extraordinary people amongst us: the trailblazers, pioneers, 
activists, humanitarians, evangelists, entrepreneurs, visionaries, 
the gurus and the luminaries. Through their work, they inspire 
us to be a little more fearless and to look a little farther. Every 
instalment of TEDxSoweto is an opportunity to, for a brief 18-
minutes, see the world through their eyes.

The TEDxSoweto team has been busy putting this event together 
for the past 4 months. We are hoping that with this and other 
similar projects by others, we can together begin to build 
platforms where South Africans can share ideas and collaborate 
across disciplines because often thatÅfs where groundbreaking 
solutions lie. Hopefully, while we are at it, we can also all be 
personally inspired to make our own contribution, of whatever 
kind, to the broader discussion about this countryÅfs future.

Needless to say, we are excited about the lineup of speakers 
that we have assembled. More importantly, however , we are 
excited about the future. After months of searching, sifting and 
combing, we canÅft help but be heartened by the number of 

remarkable South Africans doing extraordinary work out there 
? often in spite of the most improbable odds. Collectively, their 
work will have a significant impact on the shape of our future. 

Those familiar with TED (www.ted.com) will know that 
TEDxSoweto is not an ordinary conference. Our lineup, for 
example, is drawn from a combination of selected TEDTalk 
videos and the perspectives of up to 20 live speakers and 
performers. Like at TED, each TEDxSoweto presentation lasts 
just 18 minutes: long enough to say something of significance, 
but short enough to hold everyone's attention and to be easily 
watched over the Internet. While 18 minutes may be shorter 
than you're used to, this TED format has proven that a carefully 
prepared talk of this length can have an astonishing impact.

Lastly, all delegates get to go on a tour of the Apartheid Museum 
gratis, courtesy of TEDxSoweto. So, if you havenÅft yet done 
the tour, what are you waiting for?

May you build the Africa you want and enjoy a happy 
TEDxSoweto,

The TEDxSoweto Team
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BCUC
BCUC’s music is a fusion of pure Afro-ethnic sounds 
and sincere urban soul. Strong beats of the drum blended 
with guitars, saxophones and sounds of traditional 
instruments. Bells and whistles topped by rap, singing 
and howling voices.

ARTHURGOLDSTUCK
Arthur is a South African journalist, media analyst and 

commentator on information and communications 
technology (ICT), internet and mobile communications 

and technologies.

PRINCEMASHELE
Prince is Head of Crime, Justice and Politics Programme 
at the Institute for Security Studies. He was selected by 
the Mail and Guardian newspaper as one of 200 Young 
South Africans to Take to Lunch.

KHETHI
Blending hip hop with African soul on jazzy blue notes, 

singer Khethukubonga “Khethi” Ntshangase’s 
“Afrosouljazz” sound brings to mind the soul stylings of 

jazz and soul connoisseurs.

KHAYADLANGA
Africa's top Digital Citizen Journalist in 2008; award 
winning advertising executive; one of 100 most influential 
people in media; Financial Mail's Adfocus New Broom 
award 2009; 6.5 million views on YouTube. Enough said.

SAMSONDIAMOND
Samson studied music under Richard Ireland, Pauline 
Nobes and the French violinist Philippe Graffin. The RNCM 
Major Entrance Award, the Edward Heaton Scholarship 
and the RNCM Philip Newman Violin Prize. He is the 
Standard Bank Young Artist of the Year for 2010.

STEVEVOSLOO
Steve Vosloo is the fellow for 21st Century Learning at 

the Shuttleworth Foundation. He firmly believes that 
mobile phones, games and digital media are the future 

of Africa's education.

IVANAYELIFFE
Ivan loves little more than a fistful of markers, big white 
pages, blank whiteboards and a good web connection. 
He lives for ideas and meeting new people and introducing 
them to people he has already met. Ivan is interested in 
everything, and he wants to meet you.

GREGMALUKA
Greg was part of the visionary team that launched the 

groundbreaking Gauteng youth radio station YFM in 
1997. He successfully honed strategic approaches in 

positioning youth culture as a viable and lucrative market 
to advertisers.

JOHNPERLMAN
John is founder and champion of The Dreamfields Project. 
The project uses the excitement generated by the 2010 
FIFA World Cup to bring soccer fields and equipment to 

disadvantaged communities across South Africa.

STEVENNEWTON
Stephen is an accomplished business leader who has 
spent close to a decade successfully and profitably 
growing and leading top on-line companies. He is currently 
head of Google South Africa.

ZINHLETHABETHE
Zinhle works as a deputy director for iTeach, an HIV/Aids-
focused educational and solution-seeking programme. 
Zinhle is the only South African to be named a National 
Geographic Emerging Explorer.

YVONNEMOKGORO
Yvonne was a judge of the Constitutional Court of South 
Africa since its establishment from 1994 until 2009. She 

has written some of the CourtÅfs groundbreaking 
judgements of recent years.

SIMPHIWENCQOBO

for NGOs in UK, Kenya and Pakistan. During her Masters 
in 'International Development & Education' at the 
University of London she specialized in 'education,

THULANIMADONDO

KHAYAMTSHALI
Khaya is a young South African artist. He uses a variety 
of media mainly working on paper in pens, markers and 
digital paint. He is also a lecturer at the University of the 

North West.

TEBOHOMAHLATSI
Teboho wrote and directed many projects including the 
award-winning GHETTO DIARIES. In 1999, together with 
Angus Gibson, he wrote and directed the highly 
controversial 13 part series, YIZO YIZO.

TUMIMOLEKANE
Tumi is one of South Africa's most respected musicians, 

as a solo artist and as a member of the globe-trotting 
band 'Tumi and the Volume'. He is also a speaker of 

fancy, the vanguard clairvoyant, one of South AfricaÅfs 
brightest up and coming wordsmiths.

SIMONGEAR
Simon is a broadcasting meteorologist and an 
accomplished writer. Read him in his monthly columns 
in Runners World SA and in Khuluma magazine. His first 
book, Going Green, contains simple environmental advice 
for day-to-day living.

ALEXKENT
Alex is currently the Head of 1GOAL South Africa, an 
international campaign to ensure that every child gets 

a quality education, as a legacy of the FIFA 2010 World 
Cup.


