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Preparing your House to Sell

If you have decided to put your house on the market, there are a few guidelines you can follow to help the process flow more easily and increase your chances of making a sale.

Viewing

Prospective buyers need to feel at ease when viewing a home and they feel more relaxed if the owner keeps a low profile or isn’t home at the time of viewing.  The agent is there to point out the good features of the property and to help overcome any obstacles.

Kerb / street appeal

“You only have one chance to make a first impression.”

Unless the property is a genuine fixer-upper, ensure that the first impression is good! This means that the pavements, walls, paintwork, roof and gutters are in good condition.  Keep the lawn mowed and the flower beds tidy and weed free.  Maybe plant some flowers to add a splash of colour.

Patios and verandas

Keep patios clean, trim creepers, put your outside furniture out and maybe light some candles to create a welcoming ambience.

Garages, laundries, outbuildings and auto gates

Please tidy and clean these rooms - potential buyers equate cleanliness and tidiness with nurturing.  They fall in love with the feel of a house, not just the bricks and mortar. Ensure access to all outbuildings. 
Windows

Replace cracked or broken windows and ensure that they open and close easily.  Check fittings and paintwork.  

Doors:

Check and wash the paintwork. Polish door handles, knobs and locks. Please ensure that doors and gates are in good working order, especially during the rainy season.

Cupboards

Keep cupboards as tidy as possible. Lock any personal and valuable items away, but don’t restrict access to any rooms. 

Floors and carpets

Ensure that floors and carpets are clean – have them professionally steam cleaned if necessary. Replace broken tiles and old novilon if you want top dollar for your house.

Lights and light fittings

All these should be clean, functional and have working bulbs.

Kitchen

Make sure the kitchen is clean and tidy.  Put out a fruit bowl, pot plants etc., to create a homely feel. 

Bathrooms

Put away private toiletries, toothbrushes etc., and keep the toilet lid closed.  Put out clean towels and fresh soap.

Bedrooms

Make up the beds and put clothes in the cupboard – or kick them under the bed if you have to!!!

Plumbing

Fix any leaks and re–enamel baths and basins, if necessary.

Pets and odours

Clean up pet mess in the garden and in the house.  Some clients are terrified of dogs, so attempt to keep dogs away when the property is being shown.

Lighten up

Make sure the house if as bright as possible, and there is plenty of fresh air circulating. Open shutters and curtains to create light!

De-clutter

De-clutter as much as you can, especially for a Show House. Ensure free movement between the rooms and spaces. 

Ambience

In general, try to create a clean, open, light and welcoming ambience. Place fresh flowers strategically, light candles, bake cookies – anything to make the home feel warm and inviting. It really does make a difference!






















