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and Porsche Design, with whom they created their Royal 
Falcon Fleet.

Another influential yacht company is Diana Yachts 
Design, a Dutch design company with over thirty years in 
the business. Their sleek yachts feature some stunningly 
modern interiors, with cool, clean lines. 

“The designs in yachts are less overwhelming these 
days,” explains Muriël Bast, a representative of the 
company. “Serene patterns and bright, light colours are 
popular. Carpeting is used less over the last years; most 
floors are now wooden. I think that this absolutely reflects 
general interior design trends.”

It’s sometimes difficult to pinpoint trends in yacht 
design given that the look and feel depends a great deal 
on the individual requesting them. “In general, interiors 
today are a lot more functional,” explains Patrick Hemp, 
owner of Hemp Marine, a yacht design and management 
company based in Cape Town, South Africa. “There is a 
definite trend to replace solid exotic wood like teak with 
more environmentally friendly materials, like veneered 
bamboo flooring.”

Hemp has found that this even applies to the most 
basic interior fittings such as lighting. “In terms of power 
requirements, there is a need to conserve as much as 
possible; hence LED lighting and energy-saving appliances 
are popular,” he says. 

Interior yacht design concepts are generally 
international, although Hemp says that Mediterranean 
styles tend to be most popular, reflecting the status of 
the region as a major cruise hub. In the Middle East, the 
designs tend to have their own essence. “People in the 

Russian billionaire Roman Abramovich owns the 
world’s largest yacht – Eclipse.  Measuring an outstanding 
557ft, it recently stunned the public as it sailed into New 
York harbour unexpectedly. But interestingly, the COO of 
Gulf Craft, Erwin Bamps, recently told Gulf News that out 
of the top 100 yachts in the world, thirty are owned by 
Arab nationals.

Yacht design is a niche pursuit, often attracting high-
profile designers. UAE yacht design company Greenline 
Yacht Interiors has become known for bringing in big 
name partnerships with designers such as Philippe Stark 

latelY, we have seen some rather bizarre choices 
when it comes to the interior design of the world’s most 
extravagant yachts. Take the History Supreme, also 
known as the Baia 100 Supreme, which is worth close to 
US$5 billion and was kitted out by luxury goods designer 
Stuart Hughes. 

It’s made of 100,000kg of solid gold and platinum, is 100 
feet long, and features a wall made out of a meteorite with 
the skeleton of a Tyrannosaurus Rex shaved into it. The 
Malaysian businessman who commissioned it better hope 
it doesn’t sink.

Playgrounds for the wealthy, points of 
pride for nautical enthusiasts – yachts are 
uniquely extravagant floating vehicles that 
inspire incredible feats of design. While their 
exteriors are breathtaking, it’s what lies 
underneath that the owner gets to truly enjoy 
the most. Yacht interiors create an important 
point of expression for the creators of the 
world’s most beautiful vessels

Floating palaces

Not all yachts are quite so extravagant, but contemporary 
models can come in incredible proportions. A luxury 
yacht is the ultimate lifestyle purchase; outfitting its 
interior is then the icing on the cake, offering a unique 
opportunity for interior designers, akin to creating a 
dream home that floats.

Yacht demand is rising in many places in the world, 
although some of the most recession-hit countries like the 
UK have seen a drop in demand for luxury craft. However, 
there’s a growing appetite for them in Russia, Asia and the 
especially the Middle East.

Uae Yacht Design companY greenline Yacht 
interiors has become known For bringing in 
big name partnerships with Designers sUch as 
philippe stark anD porsche Design

iMAGes: Yachts are  
becoming canvases  
for the world’s finest 
interior designers.
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“Yachts are becoming seconD homes, where 
owners want to have the same comFortable 
Feeling as in their hoUses.”

“the Designs in Yachts are less overwhelming 
these DaYs. serene patterns anD bright, light 
coloUrs are popUlar.”

structured space, although on some projects the challenge 
is the other way around.”

There are also certain restrictions that are specific to 
the boat environment. “A major consideration is weight, 
as most sailing yachts need to be carefully balanced in 
order to function correctly and safely,” Hemp says. “This 
needs to be monitored carefully throughout the design 
and construction phases. It’s often towards the end of a 
project that weight issues arise.”

Beyond the structural needs, the actual design often 
comes down to catering to client tastes. “Designing a 
yacht interior is always a collaborative effort,” Bast says. 
“You discuss with the client what kind of interior he 
likes: natural, classic, modern, minimalistic. Then you 
start drawing the interior, and the owners look for the 
fabrics, curtains, furniture etc. Some clients already know 
what kind of interior they want or they have an interior 
designer who takes care of the drawings.”

The process is very similar to land-based interior 
design in many ways. However, the purpose of the yacht 
as a part-time recreational vehicle often inspires clients to 
become more extravagant with their decor and interior 
fit-out choices. 

“The interior of a yacht is more luxurious then other 
interiors,” Bast says. “Mostly exclusive fabrics are used 
such as snake leather, satin, silk, etc. Also the finish is 
more complex, the materials are difficult to process and 
there are more roundings than normal.”

Middle East are more into very exclusive materials like 
marble, gold, leather and darker colours,” Bast says.

Given the multi-faceted complexity of yacht design, 
many design companies are holistic, taking clients from 
the development stages to finish. “We’re a one-stop naval 
architecture company, where clients can come for building 
supervision, refit projects, styling and design, and naval 
architecture,” Bast explains. “The interior design process 
is divided into two parts: the interior design itself, and 
the technical detail drawings. We can do both in-house, 
but if a client has his own interior designer we will make 
technical detail drawings to support the shipyard.”

Hemp puts the interior at an even more central part of 
the process. “It’s a spiral,” explains Hemp. “The interior 
is normally central to the rest of the design, as it forms 
the most visible part of the yacht. The actual structure, 
or outer shell design, is governed by various engineering 
rules and guidelines, but the interior is subjective and 
can be completely moulded to suit the client’s needs. 
Generally, the interior needs to conform within the 

That said, Bast says she has noticed yacht design is 
becoming closely aligned with interior design. “Yachts 
are becoming second homes, where owners want to have 
the same comfortable feeling as in their houses,” she says.

The maritime environment also affects how a yacht 
is designed. The constant exposure to moist air and 
salt means that yacht materials must be hardier. “It’s a 
tough environment and one has to carefully consider 
various options that are able to withstand the elements,” 
says Hemp. “From paints with extra UV additives to 
waterproof cushions, there are many options available.”

“We only work with materials that are especially made 
for the maritime environment,” says Bast. “The glass that’s 
made for yachts is thicker than glass used for houses, for 
example. Yachts have to deal with weather conditions, 
which can be pretty rough. If a client wants to go to the 
Antarctic, it must meet special ice class regulations.”

As with any modern vehicle, yachts built today are 
highly technically advanced, with technical components 
ranging from complex navigations systems to cutting-
edge entertainment centres.

“The equipment available to a client has advanced 
considerably over the last few years, allowing things like 
solar panels, battery type and capacity enabled systems 
to be installed,” says Hemp. “This often ends up being a 
challenge for the designer as they expect that a yacht will 
be similar to a modern house on land.”

Advancements in technology also mean that more 
complex realisations of interiors can be created before they 
are actually implemented. “There have been a number of 
advancements that have helped speed up the design cycle 
and enable better visualisation of the final product long 
before it goes into production,” Hemp says. “These days it’s 
possible to work separately on the interior, structural and 
mechanical and electrical systems, and merge them into a 
complete package ensuring things fit as required.”

As with any luxury product, one of the most important 
parts of the yacht building experience is the ability to offer 
customers a bespoke service. “The majority of my work 
is customised to suit a particular client’s needs, and it’s 
one of the important reasons I became a designer,” Hemp 
explains. “The challenge is to interpret the client’s wishes 
correctly whilst guiding them through the fairly daunting 
task of putting together an interior for a yacht, sometimes 
within a limited timeframe and budget.”

Whether the client is private, or a company looking to 
charter its yachts, can also make a difference. Sometimes 
they are created without a specific purpose in mind. “We 

have clients who build their yacht only for private purposes 
and clients who build a yacht for both purposes,” says Bast. 
“Sometimes a client hasn’t made a decision yet whether he 
wants to charter the yacht.”

Hemp says most of his clients are private, but this has 
mostly to do with his previous experience of working with 
influential private yachts like the Endeavour, a craft built 
for the America’s Cup in the 1930s. 

“[Private client] briefs can be very different, as the 
charter industry focuses on the number of people that can 
be accommodated onboard, and they often have quick 
turnaround times that demand a simple easy-to-keep-
clean type of interior,” Hemp explains.

These drawings are then realised through a complete 
process that in Diana Yacht Design’s case is followed 
through from start to finish. “We accompany the complete 
process,” says Bast. “We not only do complete yachts, we 
can also assist with specific disciplines of the yacht: weight 
calculations, engineering, stability calculations, etc. But 
the most important part is that we really love our work. 
We want to make sure that every yacht is a masterpiece 
and we fulfill someone’s wish. It is great to see how a 
drawing comes to life and then gets handed over to their 
enthusiastic owners.” 

FroM LeFT: Jericho 
skylounge by Diana Yacht 
Design; luxury yachts 
anchored at st. tropez in 
the French riviera.


