
SAICE     RAILWAYS & HARBOURS DIVISION

Proposal for a Coasts & Harbours Chapter

The division today is alive and well, very successful and effi ciently run. However, for various historical 
reasons, the harbours component has never really taken off and has withered away. Today the division 
operates out of Pretoria and deals almost exclusively with railways. They run a bi-annual symposium in 
Pretoria and the standard of these symposia and the standard of the papers presented is very impressive. 
The division does continually try to involve the harbours component and actively solicit harbours papers 
for their symposia but unfortunately, relatively unsuccessfully.

By contrast, the annual Railways and Harbours issue of SAICE magazine “Civil Engineering” does attract 
a signifi cant number of coastal & harbour submissions. Clearly there is a signifi cant interest in the coast-
al & harbours component of civil engineering in South Africa that needs a voice.

It seems it is not simply a matter that Pretoria isn’t at the seaside! In the age of steam, railways dominated 
harbour infrastructure. Today things are very different. Whilst cargo handling, a subsection of transpor-
tation engineering, is still a major concern in commercial ports, it is no longer the unique technical issue. 
That now falls to what are the coastal and ocean engineering fi elds such as waves, sediments, corrosion 
and ship interactions and navigation. These in turn are now becoming independently important national 
issues of small harbours for fi shing, mining and recreation and of coastal protection and management. 
Hence the insertion of “coasts” into the heading above.

For the above reasons a chapter of the Division in Cape Town to treat the Coastal & Harbour 
Engineering interests of the Division is proposed. The proposal has been discussed with the  National 
Offi ce of SAICE, with the committee of the Railways and Harbours Division and, more 
recently with the South African chapter of PIANC (Permanent International Association of 
Navigation Congresses). All have given enthusiastic support for the project.

Invitation

The National Ports Authority has very kindly made available a venue for a meeting of all interested and 
concerned persons to attend an inaugural meeting:

Date and Time: 10h00 on Monday 28th July 2014.
Venue: NPA Building (Port Control Building), South Arm, Port of Cape Town
(Table Bay Harbour), (see map)
RSPV: Keith Mackie keith@mackie.co.za

Agenda

Time: 10h00 for 10:30
1. Welcome
2. Rehearsal of needs – operational fi elds that make up coastal & harbour engineering.
3. Open discussion from the fl oor
4. Organisational constraints – SAICE, R&H Division, distribution of potential members
5. Open discussion from the fl oor
6. Appointment of a steering committee to implement the chapter.
7. Nomination of next milestone – objective and date.
8. Closure.


