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FROM THE EDITOR 
 

First, for those in the slow lane, some duplication. 
February's newsletter No.1 went out in electronic form only, 
so the box below is for those of you who haven't updated 
your email addresses and, therefore, do not receive our 
E-flashes. 

 
BRANCH BUZZZZZING 

 
Noted in December 2011's “Civil Engineering” – 
joint winners of the national project awards: 
“technical excellence”: Buitengragt Pedestrian 
Bridge and Granger Bay Boulevard & Greenpoint 
Roundabout. Our congratulations to all involved. 
 
AGM on 16 November. Our thanks to Quinten, 
chairman of the past two years, for his leadership 
and hard work (much of it behind the scenes) and 
for extracting cash from the national office! Also, 
thanks and congratulations to Abdulla Parker, 
Treasurer, on producing the best financial 
reporting of all SAICE branches, and Heath 
Webb, who has stepped aside to let Alice Chang 
take over the reins as secretary. New Committee 
Members: Emmanuel Akampunra, Ishaq 
Ebrahiem, Kate Murphy (she returns to the 
committee), Keith Mackie, Tumelo Thotela, 
Sandra Serumaga-Zake (UCT Student Chapter) 
and Sonel Reynolds (US Student Chapter). Of 
the student chapters: Vafa Naraghi's report on 
UCT was impressive and perhaps we shouldn't 
be surprised to see that UCT was adjudged the 
best S.C. in the country. Also at the AGM, Brenda 
Sudano reported that the ECSA Board had been 
disbanded by the minister, and nominations for 
new appointees would be requested. It should not 
affect the running of ECSA, however. 
The where and when of branch meetings/ 
lectures is still open for debate. 

 
 

 
After the AGM, Tony Boniface delivered a most 
interesting talk on the history of tunneling in South 
Africa, starting with what may have been the first 
one in 1844, near Hankey; it was 100m long and 
5m diameter, semi-circular. The doubt about the 
“first” arises  from the contents of an Andrew Bain 
letter of 1847, which referred to a “tunnel” serving 
the Block Drift (sp?) Dam near Alice – from the 
wording in the letter it could be inferred that this 
tunnel already existed in 1835. Another Bain tunnel 
was his attempt to shorten the route of Bains Kloof 
Pass. 1849, 336ft long, but when it collapsed, it was 
abandoned. There is still a signpost marking the 
Western portal of the attempt. The oldest road 
tunnel still in use is in Cogmanskloof. It was built 
between 1875 and 1877. (Railway) Tunnel No.1 in 
the Hex River area was built at around the same 
time, being completed in 1876. 180m long, it was in 
use until 1930. The first water tunnel around Cape 
Town,was built between 1887 and 1891, linking the 
Woodhead Dam on Table Mountain and Cape 
Town (said Tony – did it precede the building of the 
dam between 1893 and 1897?).  
 
Into the new year and we had an earlier than usual 
start on 25 January, with a talk by Keith Mackie on 
“Evolution, Environment and Engineers”. If you 
weren't one of the 26 people there and you are 
concerned that you are unable to connect Darwin, 
Dawkins and De Bono with ice ages, in the time 
allotted Keith didn't manage it either. 

 
 

Back to the more recent past, and the present: 
 
The March 2012 edition of Civil Engineering carried 

the great news of Dr Mike Shand's and Faried Allie's being 
made Honorary Fellows of the Institution, whilst Andrew 
Clothier and Rodney Dicks have become Fellows of 
SAICE. Congratulations! 

The Snape Memorial Lecture (2011) was delivered by 
Albert Geldenhuys on 22 February. Enjoying the GFCF 
(Gross Fixed Capital Formation) Roller Coaster Ride were 
34 people. Albert spoke of the cyclical nature of funding in 
civil engineering, but pointed out that previous lows had 
been weathered, that opportunities had been found outside 
South Africa's borders and that it is important to keep 
training new talent. 

14 March saw first: Siviwe Mabija (Shands/Aurecon) 
addressing a 35-strong group on “Delivering Africa's first 
mega offshore iron ore export terminal: Case Study of 

Guinea”. The plethora of factors (many of them – say, 20% 
– unknown until....) to be considered, firstly in deciding 
whether or not a deep-water port should be built, further 
factors in deciding where, and yet more in the design 
phase, were covered. Most important, it is not only 
geographic influences to take into account, but they may be 
outweighed by the geopolitical scene.  

 Second: Alexi Maravelias, Evan Arendse and 
Joubert Swanepoel of BKS brought the 35 (or a slightly 
different 35) up to date on the Rehabilitation and widening 
of Black River Parkway, including the demolition of bridges. 
With 100 000 vehicles per day, traffic accommodation and 
moving materials and machines on and off site become 
interesting, but is well managed. The demolition of the old 
Valkenberg Bridge proved unexpectedly daunting. There 
were few usable plans available from the Province or the 
City. When the deck had been dropped onto a sand layer 
placed over the blacktop of the Black River Parkway, the 
mat of small diameter but high-strength prestressing 
strands that were found, proved to be a little too much for 
ordinary cutting torches to get through quickly. 

On 28 March, at Kelvin Grove, National President 
Martin van Veelen met members who hadn't gone to the 
rival Jennings Lecture by Prof John Burland, and gave a 
shortened version of his Presidential Address “A 
succession plan for South African civil engineering”. Proud 
to be an Engineer, confident that we still have the expertise 
to design on a large scale, but concerned that decisions are 
being made by people without the relevant experience, and 
that acquiring the right sort of experience to enable correct 
decision-making needs to be encouraged. Much later, CEO 
Manglin Pillay was keen to drag Martin and his wife, Gerna, 
away to a jazz concert, but found it difficult to part from us.  

On 18 April, an enthusiastic Ron Haiden addressed 
us on the subject of the national award winning Granger 
Bay Boulevard & Green Point Roundabout. He took us 
back to six years prior to the start of detail planning, when 
he and then colleague, Wilfred Crous, after studying reports 
and looking at the growth potential of the area, concluded 
that the then-existing road network needed help. This was 
before there was any talk of building new stadiums. Since 
the late Roy Petersen had – wisely – refused to approve a 
right turn onto Western Boulevard from Portswood Road, 
another avenue had to be found to give a more universal 
access on the west of the V & A. Hence, Granger Bay 
Boulevard and Green Point Roundabout, with a strong 
public transport element added. When the new stadium 
entered the picture, the problem of moving 40 000 
pedestrians across different roads became the challenge. 
People don't like going up 7m onto long pedestrian bridges, 
so the subway route was to be preferred, provided it could 
be made as open as possible, with much sunlight. Enter 



Henri Comrie (Cape Town Architect) with light walls (i.e., 
glass, with lights behind) and commercial activities (not yet 
there, but...) fronting abutments, sloping soffits to the 
concrete ring and golf-tee shaped columns, and the result 
is a really attractive, safe environment for the 40 000. For 
those who haven't been there, do go and have a look. 

 
From “Civil Engineering”, December 2011 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
Water Competition, 12 May 
Regional Awards Competition, presentations, 16 May 
Bridge Building Competition, 19 May 
Branch meeting, 20 June 
Branch meeting, 18 July 
….more later 
 
WATER COMPETITION FOR SCHOOLS - 12 MAY 
Venue the Liberty Promenade Mall in Mitchells Plain from 
09h00 on. Please note in your diaries. Even if you don't get 
involved in encouraging schools to take part (feel free to 
offer your services to Quinten in that regard), your help on 
the day can help lighten the load for Quinten and Alice (and 
Prof Van Zyl?). 
 
REGIONAL AWARDS - 16 MAY 
Topic:  Worthy candidate projects 
Presenters: Various 
Date: Wednesday 16 May 2012 
Time: 17h00 for 17h30 
Venue: Athenaeum, Newlands 
Entries for the SAICE Western Cape Regional Awards for 
Excellence in Civil Engineering close on 26 April 2012. 
Projects that were substantially complete in 2011 are 
eligible. There are three categories: 
(a) Projects of Outstanding Technical Excellence 
(b) Projects directed towards benefiting or otherwise 
involving a specific community 
(c) Projects in an international context (this category is 
submitted to SAICE national but the Branch would like a 
presentation at some stage!). 

For the Western Cape Awards, categories (a) and (b):  
(Please note: the rules indicate different  marking for these 
two categories; however,  this year we shall only be making 
a single award, regardless of category, for the project 
receiving the highest total marks): 
• Competition rules are on the Branch website 
www.saicewc.co.za 
•  Entries (written) close on 26 April 2012; 
• Please submit your entries to Steve Fanner (Box 1085, 

Durbanville, 7551, or 13 Azalea Street, Durbanville, 
7550); 

• Steve's contact details: 021 976 6589; 073 742 8025;      
fanner@telkomsa.net 

 
SCHOOLS BRIDGE BUILDING COMPETITION - 19 MAY 
Canal Walk. Come along and support Andrew, Ishaq and 
their team – working out what the various structures can 
endure is an exacting task, even for the structural experts. 
Loading: usually sometime after 16h00. 
 
BRANCH MEETING - 20 JUNE  
Topic: BRT/MyCiTi. Keep an eye on your inbox. 
Presenters: Ron Haiden and Abdul Bassier? 
Date: Wednesday 20 June 2012 
Time: 17h00 for 17h30 
Venue: Athenaeum, Newlands 
  
CPD-POINTS FOR OUR 2011 LECTURE SERIES: 
After a change of guard at national, we've been battling 
with accreditation issues, but have the assurance that this 
will be resolved really soon.  
 
 
IABSE Days in South African 2012 will again be presented 
this year by the South African Group of the International 
Association for Bridge and Structural Engineering (IABSE) 
in collaboration with the Joint Structural Division (JSD) and 
the Southern African Institute for Steel Construction 
(SAISC). The IABSE Days will take place:  
        - Johannesburg on 14 May;  
        - Durban on 16 May, and 
        - Cape Town on 18 May.  
Four international speakers will present interesting and 
challenging projects including the Forth replacement 
crossing in the UK, and topics such as tall buildings and 
vibrations of structures. South African presenters will 
highlight challenges on some of the more recent local 
projects including bridges, mining structures and civil 
works. For more information contact Marle Lotter at 
marle@saisc.co.za or Jan Wium at janw@sun.ac.za 
 

 
 
ARE YOU CONNECTED.....? 
We regularly send out email messages to members via E-
flash. It is our hope that this will replace hardcopy 
newsletters, saving a small fortune on printing and posting. 
If you would like to be on the E-flash address list, send an 
email to marianne.vanderschuren@uct.ac.za with 
the heading SAICE E-flash. You need not put anything in 
the text if you don't want to. Alternatively, fill out the 
Contact Page on the Branch Website  
http://www.saicewc.co.za. 
 
Remember to tell us about changes in email and other 
addresses. Note that all official records are kept at National 
Office, thus, any changes in your personal details should 
also be sent to the National Office: SAICE National Office, 
Private Bag X200, Halfway House, 1685. 
Tel. 011 805 5947/48/53 
Fax. 011 805 5971. Email: civilinfo@saice.org.za  
 
National Web: recently revamped 
http://www.civils.org.za 
 
WE ARE LISTENING... 
If you have any comments regarding Branch activities, 
please let us know via email (fanner@telkomsa.net) or 
post (SAICE Western Cape Branch, c/o Steve Fanner, P.O. 
Box 1085, DURBANVILLE, 7551). Comments can also be 
posted on our website http://www.saicewc.co.za 
which will be regularly updated with news and events, so 
keep a look out. 
 

EDITOR: Steve Fanner 
 


