
Inside out
Homeowner Darren fools around with son Ben in thejhgj 
“children’s garden”, an extension of the open-plan kitchen, 
dining and family area. Turn the page for more.  ljhklj

Beachy bright
An all-white palette with vibrant pops of colour, and quirky, creative touches have turned  
Tara’s Sloggett’s cluttered cottage into a warm and welcoming space. Tara revamped an old 
dining chair with yellow spray-paint. The artwork above is a framed sheet of Rob Ryan giftwrap 
signed by the designer himself (see Rob-ryan.blogspot.com). Turn the page to see more. 
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24 Coastal conversion 
A dark and poky seaside cottage  

undergoes a light and bright transformation

35 Fave finds  
All the latest news and products

39 Handy hints 
Top tips from you, our readers

42 Handywoman 
old chair? Don’t chuck it, paint it!   

44 Cool coffee tables 
clear the clutter and get creative with  
your coffee table. We show you how



Stylist Tara Sloggett transformed her once dark and dingy beach 
house into a light, bright & beautiful character-filled home

Cute & contemporary 
With its storybook white 
picket fence and corrugated 
iron roof, this coastal cottage 
may appear traditional on the 
outside, but step through  
the door and the interior is 
an eclectic mix of modern, 
retro and beachy.
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Daring composition 
The sea-green coffee table and the yellow stool 

were eBay finds – and inspired louise to start her 
online store, Tabletonic.com.au. “i thought i could 

buy furniture on eBay, restore and paint it and 
sell it online,” she says. As it happened, her store 

Toy story
custom-made boxed shelves contain Jasper’s books, colour-coded 
for special effect, and provide a platform for his toys, including a brass 

Toy story
custom-made boxed shelves contain Jasper’s books, colour-coded for special effect, and provide 
a platform for his toys, including a brass globe – yes, an eBay find – which gives a “grown-up finish” 

Kooky combo
“This nook is the perfect place 
for some of my favourite pieces,” 
homeowner Tara says. “it’s a 
combination of junk-shop finds  
and spontaneous art buying.” 
Hanging above the beautifully 
battered beachy-style cabinet  
is an intriguing artwork – Ladies 
Lunch – by South African artist  
Karin miller (Karinmiller.co.za). 
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Functional with flair
not wanting her home to be run of the  
mill, stylist Tara strives to add unique interior  
touches. in the kitchen, she has used  
a vintage mirror as a table centrepiece,  
while a favourite photograph she took  
during her travels was blown up and used  
as a striking focal point behind the cooktop. 
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Open pleasure 
By extending the footprint at the back of the house 

and installing a glass roof, the downstairs space  
has completely opened up. it’s very different to  
what most people expect of a cottage kitchen.  

“first-time vistors to the house are always stunned  
by the light and space in here,” Tara says.  
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Wise words
Tara mounted her signed Anthony 
Burrill poster (see Anthonyburrill.
com) in an old chunky gilt frame. 

The collection of shoe lasts  
were sourced at various  
markets over the years.

Royal revamps
london-born Tara couldn’t resist 
the fabulous Queen elizabeth ii 
artwork by artist Karin miller. Tara 
found the wooden 1960s trolley 
below from a local flea market 
and uses it as a retro-style 
telephone table. The old sofa was 
given an instant makeover with 
new charcoal grey slipcovers.

who lives here? | interiors and lifestyle stylist Tara Sloggett

1  Building timeframe planning permission wasn’t needed. Building works, including painting, 
took three-and-a-half months.

2  Green aspects The glass roof in the kitchen allows in the sunshine, keeping the house warm. 
There’s no airconditioning – windows are opened for a sea breeze.

3  Favourite features open-plan bedroom and bathroom, white painted floorboards and kitchen 
area and extension that opened up the downstairs space, which had lots of dark, poky little rooms.

tylist Tara Sloggett would often drive 
past this pretty terraced cottage 
and dream that it would one day 
be hers. That dream became reality 

when she spotted a “for Sale” sign 
during one of her regular drive-bys. 

“i was so shocked, i had to reverse and 
do a double-take!” she says. not surprisngly, 
Tara called the agent immediately, viewed the 
house, made an offer and sealed the deal on 
the “poky, but with bags of potential” cottage 
– all by the end of the day!   

A few weeks later, renovations began  
and builders started to gut the place. “i was 
a tad daunted by taking on a project of such 
magnitude on my own, but i had a clear 
picture of what it could look like, and was 
determined to make it a reality,” Tara says. 

The kitchen was previously a warren of 
tiny, dingy rooms, so Tara decided to open 
the whole area and add an extension to the 
ground floor at the back of the house. A new 
glass roof was installed to allow lots of natural 
light to stream through the entire ground floor, 
transforming the formerly cramped little place 
into a deceptively spacious home. 
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wallpaper silhouette 
= unique accessory

Creative pickings 
A leftover piece of orla Kiely “flower Blossom” wallpaper  

(see orlakiely.com), cut into a standard-floorlamp silhouette, sits  
alongside a retro revamped sideboard and a bargain-buy ’60s chair,  

which Tara reupholstered in a modern take on traditional damask. 

we’re loving
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To sleep or soak?
Tara knocked down an internal 
wall to make her bathroom and 
bedroom one large space. The 

result? An easy-access – and 
very elegant – ensuite. Tara 

wanted a base for the washbasin 
that wasn’t going to be intrusive 

to the bedroom and this old stool 
does the trick. An old wooden 
cable reel she roughly painted 

white provides the perfect table 
for toiletries. The birdcage wall 

decal by artist lecia de Waal  
(see Dewaalart.com) exudes 

vintage-style girly glamour.

old stool cleverly 
  customised

30            www.reallivingmag.com.au



Cosy organic
upstairs, there’s a more earthy, natural feel. old shutters 
make an instant headboard and a remnant of fabric is 
used to dress up a plain bed base. Homespun drawers 
echo the beautiful flowers in the frosted mirror, created  
by one of Tara’s friends.  

like the ground floor, the upstairs had doors 
everywhere, leading to endless boxy rooms. 
Tara knocked out two walls between the 
corridor and the bathroom and the bedroom  
to create one huge open-plan luxury 
bedroom. yet, despite what seems like a fair 
dose of modernising, the mix of traditional 
features and sympathetic furnishings ensure 
warmth and character are still intact.  

When all the major alterations were done, 
Tara painted everything – including most of the 
floorboards – a crisp white. The whole house 
is the perfect blank canvas to be transformed 
just by changing accessories or by painting 
and wallpapering. “it makes it a very versatile 
space to live and work in,” explains Tara, who 
also uses her home as a location for shoots. 
“in my profession i’m forever seeing inventive 

ideas that i sometimes get the urge to  
try out myself. This way i can redecorate 
whenever i like, at very little expense.”   

Decorating was no chore for Tara, who has 
spent years selectively collecting treasured 
items both here and abroad. over the past 
eight months she has added these to her 
all-white palette, combining them with a 
stunning collection of individual furniture pieces, 
colourful artworks, clever revamps and objects 
that all allude to her creative personal style. 

So has the finished cottage lived up to Tara’s 
original dream home? “i love it here,” she 
beams. “i can hear the waves crashing in the 
distance, the house is filled with light, and i’m 
surrounded by all my favourite things. once 
you’ve discovered it, there really is no place 
like home.” We’ll take that as a “yes” then.  

we’re loving
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About: freestanding baths | Whether acrylic, cast iron 
or stone, classic or contemporary, they conjure a luxury day spa at home 
1  Space & position The bathroom should be relatively large to accommodate  

a freestanding bath. it’s preferable to place it near the centre of the room so you can 
walk around it (which also aids cleaning). install it at floor level or on a platform. it can 
be heavier than a regular bath, so make sure the floor is strong enough to support it.

2  Tapware floor-mounted (popular), wall-mounted or mounted on the bath.

3  Cost They are usually more expensive than regular baths and there may be extra 
plumbing costs – also, you may see the plumbing unless it sits on the floor to hide it. 

mix a white background with customised furniture, second-hand 
finds and quirky pieces for a light, bright & creative home

Generous spread 
Stretch out and relax on this quality sofa, made to order in fabric or leather.

 Bosko 4-seat sofa, from $5500, Jardan. For stockists, see page 209.

Tap to the beat 
Vintage shoe lasts along the floor 

imbue a sense of history and  
a decorative touch.

Wooden shoe lasts, $36 each,  
David met nicole.

Bright birdcage 
This stylish metal lantern, 
which comes with glass 
hurricane and candle,  
can be hung or placed  

on a tabletop.
patio By Jamie Durie  
“Birdcage” lantern, 

$24.98, Big W.

Chair… 
Jazz up a timber 

chair with a coat or 
two of bright paint.  

or simply leave as is.
Thonet “la Verna” 
chair, $182,  
1000 chairs.  

Worth the splurge 
A white volcanic limestone 

bath that comes with  
a 25-year warranty.

napoli freestanding bath,  
$5500, cass Brothers.

Inspirational  
& aspirational 
With a wall covered 
in photographs, 
wallcoverings, fabric 
swatches, tearsheets 
and personal bits 
and bobs, this room 
is where stylist Tara 
gets creative.
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Lady of the lamp 
cover your shade in 

fabrics of choice.
Fabrics on shade: 

fRom lefT ohio 
ticking in olive, $42, 

floral in Scarlet, 
from $55, Barmer in 

chartreuse, $40, 
and Kizzy in Red/

Aqua, $109,  
no chintz. Prices 

per metre.

…paint 
Sunny yellow lifts 

the mood.
Dulux Aquanamel 

Gloss paint in 
Dandelion yellow, 

$62.96 for 2l.
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