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PROJECTS & PROGRAMMES  

Over the period of 1 March 2013 – 28 February, Darkroom Contemporary 
implemented the following performance, film and development programmes 
and projects:

1. PERFORMANCE PROJECTS 2013

1. 1. Annual Season Performance, SWARM: 30 July – 2 August 2013 at CT City Hall

Darkroom Contemporary’s annual season production, entitled SWARM, was 
performed over 4 nights at the Cape Town City Hall. This original production used 
3 rooms within the Cape Town City Hall along with installations by design 
consultancy ThingKing. 

SWARM uses the world of insects to uncover the similarities between human and 
animal life, and explores themes of control, mass intelligence and individuality. 

Project collaborators ThingKing is an award-winning design consultancy headed 
by creative duo Marc Nicolson and Lyall Sprong. Their work is regularly showcased 
at the annual Design Indaba, and in 2013, they won the Design Indaba award for 
Most Creative Stand.
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Known for their unusual and eye-catching designs, the duo’s works features 
regularly in leading design and lifestyle magazines such as Visi and House & 
Leisure.

“We are problem-solvers at heart and we want our work to delight and mean 
something to people. The concept behind SWARM is intriguing to us because our 
work will take on new meaning through the medium of physical theatre and 
storytelling,” says Marc Nicols, co-owner of ThingKing.

Directed & choreographed by Louise Coetzer, SWARM explores the parallels 
between human and insect life and the constructive and destructive forces that 
define each. 

ThingKing’s creations help explore these parallels. Through the use of light, 
shadow, shape and form, the performers are constantly challenged to find ways 
to interact with these objects, and so the installation pieces become ‘windows’ 
through which we see the world around us.

SWARM was staged at The Cape Town City Hall using a cast of eight dancers. The 
performance attracted over 300 audience members, and was lauded for its 
innovative approach and high production quality.
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PROJECT OBJECTIVES SPONSORS VOLUNTEERS / CAST

To create opportunities for 
performers, theatre makers and 
filmmakers through promoting and 
undertaking the creation, 
production and performance of 
Physical Theatre, Dance and Dance 
Film works. 

To add value to the existing 
performing arts landscape through 
actively promoting and exploring 
Contemporary Dance as art form, 
and hereby creating a unique, 
cutting edge performance 
company offering audiences 
unique 
experiences.

To facilitate communication 
between artists across all fields, 
through collaborative projects with 
musicians, fine artists, 
photographers, filmmakers and 
designers.

Sunshine
Company

Zodiac Sound

Write Design

Anine Moore

Cape Riviera 
Guest House

Andre Rouz 
Chocolatier

VOLUNTEERS

Tegan Heneke
Imraan Samodien
Carrie vd Walt
Randall Basson
Tulasizwe Raphahlela
Lucia broeidt, 
Anine Moore
Stacey Malgarte

CAST

Kristy Brown
Anna Stead
Che Milani
Seugnet Liebenberg
Simone Theunissen
Nadine Buys
Odille de Villiers
Louise Coetzer

CREATIVE TEAM

ThingKing
Louise Coetzer
Oscar O’Ryan
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1. 2. Baxter Dance Festival Performance:  September 2013

The Baxter Dance Festival, Cape Town’s largest platform for the local dance 
industry, ran during October in 2013. 

This was the ninth year the Dance Festival took place, and Darkroom 
Contemporary’s fourth inclusion in the main programme of the festival. 

SWARM was successfully adapted for the theatre stage, and again included set 
design by ThingKing. SWARM had two performances at the festival, using a cast 
of eight dancers.

PROJECT OBJECTIVES SPONSORS VOLUNTEERS / CAST

To create opportunities for 
performers, theatre makers and 
filmmakers through promoting and 
undertaking the creation, 
production and performance of 
Physical Theatre, Dance and Dance 
Film works. 

To establish links, relationships and to 
co-operate with relevant institutions 
and Government Departments, as 
well as International entities having 
the same objectives.

CAST

Odille de Villiers
Kristy Brown
Nadine Buys
Natasha Rhoda
Simone Theunissen
Seugnet Liebenberg
Tamryn Pelser
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1. 3 Haezer Live Show: 18 December 2013

Well known Electronic music producer and DJ, Haezer, launched his latest album 
Gold Plated Frequencies in December. For this album launch, Haezer 
collaborated with a host of artists to create a highly visual live show. 

These collaborators included Cape Lasers, ThingKing and JIM FX.  Darkroom 
Contemporary was approached to create the grand finale to this live show, with 
Louise Coetzer creating a choreographed sequence for three dancers. 

This was a very exciting and successful event, and opened up a range of new 
audience members and future collaborators. Forming part of this event also 
furthered Darkroom Contemporary’s objective of appealing to a younger 
audience demographic
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PROJECT OBJECTIVES SPONSORS VOLUNTEERS / CAST

To create opportunities for 
performers, theatre makers and 
filmmakers through promoting and 
undertaking the creation, 
production and performance of 
Physical Theatre, Dance and Dance 
Film works. 

To facilitate communication 
between artists across all fields, 
through collaborative projects with 
musicians, fine artists, 
photographers, filmmakers and 
designers.

CAST

Nadine Buys
Natasha Rhoda
Simone Theunissen

CREATIVE TEAM

Louise Coetzer
Haezer
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1. 4 Cape Town Electronic Music Festival Performance: 8 February 2014 , 
       Grand Parade.

The third edition of the Cape Town Electronic Music Festival kicked off in Cape 
Town on the 4th of February 2014 and ran through until the 9th February 2014.

Workshops, showcases and satellite events preceded the main music festival 
which took place from Friday 7th to Sunday 9th February 2014 in Cape Town.

Established in 2012 as a platform to celebrate the progress made by 
South Africa’s electronic music scene over the last fifteen years, The Cape Town 
Electronic Music Festival (CTEMF) is gaining recognition as one of the most 
relevant and forward-thinking events in South Africa’s calendar.

Darkroom Contemporary was part of this festival through a repeat performance 
of the Haezer Live Show. Haezer headlined the Saturday evening event, and the 
Darkroom Contemporary dancers performed to a crowd of close to 1 500 people. 
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PROJECT OBJECTIVES SPONSORS VOLUNTEERS / CAST

To create opportunities for 
performers, theatre makers and 
filmmakers through promoting and 
undertaking the creation, 
production and performance of 
Physical Theatre, Dance and Dance 
Film works. 

To facilitate communication 
between artists across all fields, 
through collaborative projects with 
musicians, fine artists, photogra-
phers, filmmakers and designers.

CAST

Nadine Buys
Natasha Rhoda
Simone Theunissen

CREATIVE TEAM

Louise Coetzer
Haezer
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2. FILM PROJECTS & SCREENINGS
2. 1. The Rite of Spring Film Collage – The International Video Dance Festival of   
        Burgundy, February 2013

Body Cinema, as part of the International Video Dance Festival of Burgundy, 
initiated this video collage project. Dance film artists from across the globe were 
invited to participate, and Darkroom Contemporary’s entry was the only one from 
South Africa. 

This project supplied the film artists with a short section from the well-known 
Stravisnky score to Le Sacre du Printemps, and asked to interpret the original work 
in a contemporary style, with over 75 artists from 26 different countries worldwide 
responded to this call.

These short films were then edited together to create a video collage showing the 
various unique interpretations of this work. The Le Sacre du Printemps video 
collage premiered at the festival and was exhibited at partner institutions in France 
and abroad throughout the 2013 year. 

Additionally, the video collage(s) has been featured on ARTE CREATIVE, the 
website of ARTE, France and Germany’s major television network for cultural 
programming.  All five versions of the collage can be viewed online at: 
www.numeridanse.tv  (note that you have the option to change languages 
between French and English in the upper right hand corner). The project is also 
now visible on the website of ARTE: http://creative.arte.tv/fr/user/6456/profile# 
where it will remain indefinitely.
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PROJECT OBJECTIVES SPONSORS VOLUNTEERS / CAST

To add value to the existing 
performing arts landscape through 
incorporating Dance Film 
production, and hereby creating a 
unique, cutting edge performance 
company offering audiences both 
theatre and film works.

To expose new audiences to dance 
as art form through the medium of 
film.

To establish links, relationships and to 
co-operate with relevant institutions 
and Government Departments, as 
well as International entities having 
the same objectives.

Side Street 
Studios

Sunshine 
Company

CAST

Che Milani

CREATIVE TEAM

Oscar O’Ryan
Louise Coetzer
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2.2.  Dead Air International film screenings

Darkroom Contemporary’s 2012 dance film, dead air, continued to feature on the 
international dance film circuit in 2013. 

Screenings included Agite Y Sirva (Mexico), The Global Arts and Moving Images 
Awards (GLAMY, Finland) Curators choice, Screendance Africa (Cape Town), 
International Video Dance Festival of Burgundy (France), Re-Visioning Dance 
(WITS Johannesburg).
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PROJECT OBJECTIVES SPONSORS VOLUNTEERS / CAST

To add value to the existing 
performing arts landscape through 
incorporating Dance Film 
production, and hereby creating a 
unique, cutting edge performance 
company offering audiences both 
theatre and film works.

To expose new audiences to dance 
as art form through the medium of 
film.

To establish links, relationships and to 
co-operate with relevant institutions 
and Government Departments, as 
well as International entities having 
the same objectives.

Media Film 
Services

Sunshine 
Company

CAST

Tamryn Pelser
Mandla Sibeko
Kristy Brown
Lara Spence
Louise Coetzer
Imraan Samodien

CREATIVE TEAM

Louise Coetzer
Oscar O’Ryan
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2.3 The Forgotten – A dance film featuring the Dance For All InSPIRAtions 
      Youth Company

Louise Coetzer created a new work for Dance For All’s InSPIRAtions Youth 
Company, which was performed as part of DFA’s end of year showcase in 
December 2013.  

This work, entitled The Forgotten, was also adapted through the medium of dance 
film to become Darkroom Contemporary’s newest dance film work.  

Filmed on location at New Africa Theatre, project collaborators include 
Louise Coetzer (directing and choreography) , Oscar O’Ryan (cinematography 
and edit) , Sunel Haasbroek (cinematography) and Imraan Samodien (Sound 
Design). 

The film will premiere at Dance For All’s InSPIRAtions showcase at the Artscape 
theatre on 8 June 2014, before being submitted for various international dance 
film festivals.
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PROJECT OBJECTIVES SPONSORS VOLUNTEERS / CAST

To create opportunities for 
performers and film makers through 
promoting and undertaking the 
creation, production and 
performance of  Dance Film works. 

To provide practical assistance to 
enable individuals and 
organizations to participate in the 
programs and activities of the 
Company.

To establish links, relationships and to 
co-operate with relevant institutions 
and Government Departments, as 
well as International entities having 
the same objectives

To offer audience-development 
opportunities by exposing new 
audiences to Dance as art form 
through the medium of Film.

Sunshine 
Company

New Africa 
Theatre  

CAST

Odwa Makanda
Lwando Dutyulwa
Farnel Smart
Stanford Ngamlane 
Vuyolwethu Nompetsheni
Siphosethu Gojo
Tanzley Jooste

VOLUNTEERS

Sunel Haasbroek
Imraan Samodien

CREATIVE TEAM

Louise Coetzer
Oscar O’Ryan
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3. DEVELOPMENT PEOJECTS

3. 1.Community Theatre development project – New Africa Theatre Academy, 
March 2013 – October 2013

Darkroom Contemporary offered an eight-month long workshop series to students 
from New Africa Theatre. 

This training programme helped students to develop their skills in physical 
performance and also placed a great focus on developing skills in community 
theatre production. 

The students had to research the social issues prevalent within their own 
communities, and through this create a performance work which exposes the 
impact these social issues have on individuals and communities. 

Louise Coetzer, who facilitated the course, created a community theatre 
performance work in collaboration with the students.  The students, aged 
between 18 and 25 years old, brought fantastic ideas and research to the process 
and showed great skills development and maturity over the eight months. 

PROJECT OBJECTIVES SPONSORS VOLUNTEERS / CAST

To provide practical assistance to 
enable individuals and 
organizations to participate in the 
programs and activities of the 
Company.

To redress the inequalities of the 
past in the arts, and to ensure 
access and full participation for all 
South Africans in all facets of Dance 
and Choreography, as integrated 
arts.

FACILITATOR

Louise Coetzer

BENEFICIARIES

Students of New Africa 
Theatre
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3.2. Dance For All Improvisation workshops – April 2013

Louise Coetzer facilitated a series of workshop sessions with the students of 
Dance For All’s Bridging Programme. 

The workshops were focused on introducing contact improvisation techniques, 
and exploring ideas around creating a movement as opposed to reproducing a 
movement. 

A very important aspect of contact improvisation and any partnering work is trust 
and focus. The students remarked that they found it quite difficult to trust their 
partner when they could not rely on their sense of sight to feel secure. However, 
most of them said that it became easier to gain trust as the exercise progressed. 

Students also explored ideas around supporting weight and being supported, use 
of breath in partner work, and creating movement sequences through 
responding to impulses. At the end of the workshop, they put all these techniques 
together to form a short choreographed sequence. 

The students came up with some wonderfully innovative and beautiful imagery, 
and worked together in groups and partnerships with maturity and respect for 
one another. 
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PROJECT OBJECTIVES SPONSORS VOLUNTEERS / CAST

To provide practical assistance to 
enable individuals and 
organizations to participate in the 
programs and activities of the 
Company.

To offer education and audi-
ence-development opportunities by 
presenting community-based 
workshops and performances.

To ensure access and full 
participation for all South Africans in 
all facets of Dance and 
Choreography, as integrated arts

To establish links, relationships and to 
co-operate with relevant institutions 
and Government Departments, as 
well as International entities having 
the same objectives.

FACILITATOR

Louise Coetzer

BENEFICIARIES

Dance For All Bridging 
Programme Students 

      



darkroom contemporay physical theatre annual report 2013 22

3. 3.The MOTION Project – 2012 exhibition event, 20 march 2013

Darkroom Contemporary in collaboration with movement photographer 
Oscar O’ Ryan, exhibited photographs from The MOTION Project 2012 at a special 
event at Let There Be Light, Woodstock. 

On the night, Darkroom Contemporary also  screened a selection of new dance 
films, as well as a short documentary film on MOTION 2.

This project invited people practicing all disciplines of dance or movement to be 
photographed free-of-charge with the view to creating awareness around the 
dance industry. The project’s intent is to show case Cape Town’s dance industry 
to foster growth and collaboration. 

This public awareness campaign was initiated in 2012 and during its first run invited 
45 dancers to have their image taken.
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PROJECT OBJECTIVES SPONSORS VOLUNTEERS / CAST

To facilitate communication 
between artists across all fields, 
through collaborative projects with 
photographers, filmmakers and 
designers.

To offer audience-development 
opportunities by exposing new 
audiences to dance as art form 
through the medium of film and 
photography.

VOLUNTEERS
 
Chelsea Adams

CREATIVE TEAM

Oscar O’Ryan
Louise Coetzer
Tegan Heneke
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3.4 MOTION 2 – A PHOTO STORY OF DANCE

Based on the overwhelming response to the first Motion Project, 

Darkroom Contemporary, in collaboration with photographers Oscar O’Ryan and 
Duane Howard, initiated Motion 2 “A Photo Story of Dance”. 

Motion 2 ran from March until May 2013, using the city of Cape Town as backdrop 
to capture the diverse talents of our city’s dancers and movers.  Again, 
professional and amateur dancers of all disciplines, were invited to share their 
passion for movement.

This second leg of the Motion project invited a further 30 dancers to participate.
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PROJECT OBJECTIVES SPONSORS VOLUNTEERS / CAST

To provide practical assistance to 
enable individuals and 
organizations to participate in the 
programs and activities of the 
Company.

To facilitate communication 
between artists across all fields, 
through collaborative projects with 
photographers, film makers and 
designers.

Sunshine 
Company

BENEFICIARIES: 

Pole Dance Cape Town
Vertical Secrets
Allison Hendricks
Thabisa Sagela
Wendy Kleinbussink
Clint Borez
Kristy Brown
Natasha Buratovitch
Anna Stead
Amy Payne
Dance For All students

CREATIVE TEAM 

Duane Howard 
Oscar O’Ryan
Louise Coetzer 
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3.5. THE APPRENTICE PROGRAMME – APRIL/MAY 2013 

Darkroom Contemporary  launched an apprenticeship programme for young 
dancers seeking performance, teaching and choreographic experience. This 
programme was aimed at bridging the gap between being a dance student and 
entering the professional industry , and aimed to give students the opportunity to 
develop their skills in the following areas:

• Performance: through working alongside company members on Darkroom   
 Contemporary performance and dance film projects

• Choreography: apprentices will have space to work on choreographic 
 projects geared towards an in house showcase of new works

• Teaching: through facilitating movement based arts education workshops

• Technique: through daily classes in a variety of disciplines: contemporary   
 dance, ballet, body conditioning and contact improvisation techniques

The apprentice programme ran over April in 2013, facilitated by Louise Coetzer, 
Bruno Wani and Tamryn pelser. Sadly this programme could not continue due to 
lack of funding.
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PROJECT OBJECTIVES SPONSORS VOLUNTEERS / CAST

To offer education and 
audience-development 
opportunities by presenting 
community-based workshops and 
performances.

To foster growth and development 
of the company members through 
skills exchange and practical 
experience of all aspects of  the 
association e.g. dance / acting 
techniques, management, 
marketing, workshop facilitating.

FACILITATORS

Bruno Wani
Tamryn Pelser
Louise Coetzer
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3.6.  RE-IMAGINE BAzAAR – 16 DECEMBER

Darkroom Contemporary organized a fundraising event in support of their 
WDC2014 projects. This bazaar encouraged supporters to recycle and reuse, by 
donating old and disused clothing, furniture and household items. 

These donated goods were then sold at the bazaar event, which was a relaxing 
morning in the beautiful leafy Homestead Park. 
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PROJECT OBJECTIVES SPONSORS VOLUNTEERS / CAST

To solicit and accept fees, 
donations, bequests, contributions 
and subscriptions for the funds of 
the company.

DONATIONS

Noel Daniels
Lyal Seba
Jacki Rossouw
Dance For All
Claude Daniels
Anthea Joy

VOLUNTEERS

Oscar O’Ryan
Louise Coetzer
Imraan Samodien
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4. OVERVIEW OF FUNDING AND FESTIVAL APPLICATIONS              
    SUBMITTED

FUNDER DATE OF 
SUBMISSION

AND AMOUNT

OUTCOME COMPILED/
SUBMITTED BY

PROJECT SUBMITTED

 
Ballet Boyz/ 
BBC

February 2013
AMOUNT: 
Not requested.

Unsuccessful Louise Pow(D)er – Dance 
Film   

City of Cape 
Town Arts & 
Culture

March 2013
AMOUNT: 
R67 333.00

Unsuccessful Louise Site Specific 
Performance 
project

HCI 
Foundation

April 2013
AMOUNT:
R302 520.00

Unsuccessful Louise/Oscar/
Naren

Community Theatre 
Initiative

IFPC UNESCO May 2013
AMOUNT: 
R385 920.00

Unsuccessful Louise Youth Community 
Theatre 
Development

Pepsi/Ceres 
Group

March 2013
R15 000/month over 
9 months

Unsuccessful Louise/Oscar Apprentice 
programme

GIPCA Live 
Art Festival 
2013

July 2013
Amount: 
R18 500.00

Unsuccessful Louise SWARM

Infecting the 
City 2014

August 2013
Amount: 
R34 500.00

Shortlisted /
unsuccessful

Louise/Oscar/
Auriol/Ross

Site Specific 
Performance 
project

World Design 
Capital 2014

May 2013
Amount: 
Not requested

Successful, 
official pro-
gramme

Louise/Oscar The MOTION Project 
Exhibition, Film& Per-
formance

PROPOSALS 2013
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PROPOSALS 2013

FESTIVAL PROJECT SUBMITTED COUNTRY OUTCOME SUBMITTED BY
FOLKWANG 
Physical Theatre 
Festival

A Wolf at the Door Germany Unsuccessful Louise

Out The Box 
Festival

A Wolf at the Door South Africa Festival 
postponed

Louise

Rite of Spring/
Body Cinema

Rite of Spring -
short film

Burgundy, France Successful Louise

Agite Y Sirva Dead Air -
short film

Mexico & France 
– touring festival

Successful 
Official 
programme

Louise

Global Art and 
Moving Images 
Awards- Cologne 
OFF 2013

Dead Air - 
short film

Finland Successful 
Curator’s 
choice

Kai Lossgott 
Letters from 
the Sky

Screendance 
Africa

Dead Air -
short film

Africa, 
Homecoming 
centre 
Cape Town

Successful Louise

Screendance 
Africa 
Baxter Dance 
Festival

SWARM Cape Town Successful
Main 
Programme

Louise

Re- visioning 
Dance

Dead Air -
short film

Wits University Successful Louise

Al Qasba Street 
carnival

Site specific perfor-
mance

Al Qasba Pending Klaus


