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August 2011
Dear Prayer Partners,

I was encouraged by your response to my last prayer letter and to know how many of you know the benefits of taking time out to go on retreat.  Thank you.

Some of you may have already read an article in The False Bay Anchor that the Retreat House St. Raphaels in Faure is possibly up for sale. The Retreat House was an ideal spot in the past but now has become surrounded by housing, Film World and noise and distractions. Bishop Merwyn Castle is exploring a partnership with Volmoed should the sale go through and the strong tradition of retreats and quiet days can continue as Volmoed would serve their purposes.  We would welcome this development so please will you pray about this venture and all that it would entail.

Alyson, Isobel and Christa have another treat in store for you with their Art @ Volmoed retreat.  It is from 12th – 16th September so hope you can join them.  You will be able to explore the connection between your faith and your interest in art and creativity.  Discover fresh ways of seeing God’s world and our place in it.  Come and share in time for art, worship together, enjoy fellowship and communal meals with other artists and share in the creative exercises and challenges presented.  Book your space now – bookings close 29th August.  Phone 028-3121282 or email admin@volmoed.co.za for details.

We have had rain!  Give grateful thanks but please continue to pray for more and hopefully there is more to come before summer arrives.  The De Bos dam is still very low.  We had some beautiful warm sunny days during July in-between the rain showers.  I went for a walk along the pipe track which is the walk along the edge of the valley going up to the waterfall.  It used to be overgrown but after having the Working for Water team here, it is now useable but one needs to watch each footstep as it is uneven and rocky.

While walking I remembered that this was the only way of getting to see the waterfall when we first came to Volmoed in 1986.  The river valley and the grotto area were completely covered in dense wattle trees and we did not even know that the grotto existed.  The lake below the bungalows was not there either nor was the field; it was covered in dense bush.  When we had big earth moving equipment on Volmoed in 1989, we made the area for the four bungalows and laid the infrastructure for drinking water, irrigation water, fire fighting water and sewage.  The fields were leveled and grass planted and the lake sculptured with an island.  We filled many stone gabions to form a weir supporting a wooden pedestrian bridge.
As I walked I looked down into the river valley and gave thanks for all the people who have over the years helped us.  My brother bundu bashed and found the grotto, we had work parties who came and cleared the bush and put in the first path to the waterfall, tree’s were planted after the fire, bridges were made and a friend wrote the meditation at the grotto.  I had a wide angle view standing above the waterfall, looking down the river to the second little waterfall where a pool probably had some trout in it, to the weir and spill way which was built from old vibracrete wall sections!  Then my eyes went down to the wooden bridge across the river just before the grotto and then up to Steve’s place.  Further down onto the lake where I saw the one and only white duck left swimming happily with its two African Black duck friends.  I had a lump in my throat thinking about all the ducks which swam here but sadly have been taken by predators of some kind.
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When I crossed the bridge at the pump house I was thrilled to see the results of the rain we had had – the lake had been so low that the water did not reach up to the overflow but now is running over and made a lovely sound as it flowed down through Volmoed and into the Onrus lagoon and out to sea.  I hope you too have been able to join me on my walk in your imagination and feel part of Volmoed for an instant.
This month we will have our Annual General Meeting on Wednesday 24th at 3.00 pm in the Volmoed Meeting Room.  Bernhard shares “As we contemplate the results of the past year (Feb 2011) we certainly see the effects of the recession.  Our accommodation occupancy level has dropped slightly and we have traded at a loss of R11,750.00.  The occupancy levels during June, July and August this year have also been poor so as Trustees we are faced with the task of promoting Volmoed to a wider market and improving our occupancy figures – please pray that we will be inspired to find new ways of sharing the vision and ministry of Volmoed”.

VOLMOED AUGUST HAPPENINGS
Give grateful thanks for an increase in bookings for August
5TH – 7TH
St. Michaels of all Angels, Grabouw – retreat with John Freeth

5th – 9th
Individuals for long weekend

12th – 14th
Mothers and daughters retreat – Nicky Van Dyk

20th – 21st
St. Peters Fish Hoek – Billie Anderson

26th – 28th
Women to Women Ministries – Marlene Cozett

27th – 28th
Rondebosch Boys School Alpha
“Joy in looking and comprehending is nature’s most beautiful gift”  Albert Einstein

Thank you for your continued love and support and encouragement.

God bless and love, Jane
