Alternative Press
The title image of this exhibition shows
PW Botha, then president of South Africa,
exploding out of a television screen,
shouting “The Alternative Press… It’s all
Propaganda”.
The cartoon was drawn by Derek Bauer in
1987, and is as relevant today as it was thirty
years ago. It resonates equally with our
current president and, perhaps, the loudest
with the present-day leader of one of the
world’s greatest superpowers, President
Trump.
The title of this exhibition also emphasises
the role and necessity of the alternative
press both historically and today. Media
freedom remains under fire globally and
the 2017 World Press Freedom Index,
compiled by Reporters Without Borders
(RSF), reflects, “a world in which attacks
on the media have become commonplace
and strongmen are on the rise. We have
reached the age of post-truth, propaganda,
and suppression of freedoms – especially
in democracies.” According to the RSF
secretary-general Christophe Deloire, “The
rate at which democracies are approaching
the tipping point is alarming for all those
who understand that, if media freedom
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is not secure, then none of the other
freedoms can be guaranteed. Where will
this downward spiral take us?”

the Derek Bauer Collection which is housed
in the University of Cape Town Libraries:
Special Collections and Archives.

Alternative Press furthermore aims to
draw attention not only to an undervalued and museum-shy medium, but also
celebrates the brilliance and bravery of
political cartoonists whose works, by its
very nature, can be intentionally offensive
and subversive. Cartoons and, in particular,
political cartoons are more aligned with an
alternative mode of expression. This status
is affirmed by the lack of regular inclusion
into museum exhibitions in South Africa.

Bauer’s cartoons are not an exercise in
comic relief and his caricatures are not
merely exaggerations of physical forms
for the sole purpose of generating a good
laugh. On the contrary, one could suggest
that Bauer intentionally drew what he knew
his editors then could never write nor print
in words. By his own admission, he knew the
boundaries but he certainly never missed an
opportunity to test its elasticity.

Cartoons have been used as political satire
for centuries and existed long before the
arrival of the newspaper. But it can be
argued that it was the everyday newspaper,
read by the ordinary person that truly
shaped the medium. Derek Bauer’s World
was a weekly feature in the Weekly Mail
from 1985 to 1989. It is by design that the
cartoons included in this exhibition are
dated from 1985 to 1993, most of which
were produced specifically for publication in
the Weekly Mail. Alternative Press includes
artworks from the permanent collection of
the Iziko South African National Gallery and

His success as a political cartoonist is
undisputed and can be attributed to his
talent, not only in drawing but also in
his firm understanding of the role of the
cartoonist. While the works included in this
exhibition reflects on South Africa’s darkest
years, they also reveal the cyclical nature
of politics: The wheel has turned, and
history seemingly is repeating itself. Bauer’s
nuanced drawings laced with biting subtext
and symbols, ridiculing the policies of the
government of the day and exposing the
lies and games of politicians, have gained
relevance again.
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