
St Stephen’s, Canonbury 
17 Canonbury Road, London. N1 2DF 

Exploring Faith – Sharing Hope – Growing in Love 
 

December 2019 
 

We wish you a blessed Advent  
and a Joyful Christmas 

 

Welcome to St Stephen’s.  We seek to know God through Jesus Christ, 
encountering Him in worship, service, love for each other and those around us.   
If you are worshipping with us for the first time, please leave us your details.  
Our prayer team can talk and pray with you.  If you have a particular need for 
which you would like prayer, talk to the service leader.   
On most Sundays there is Sunday School for children 4-11 and ‘Dreams’ for 
young people 11+.  There are toys for younger children at the back of the 
church and a crèche room where the service can be heard.  The sermons are 
recorded and are available on the website. 
 
Services in December 

Sun 1 11am First Sunday – Advent 1 

  Reading: Luke 1:5-25 Holy Waiting: A long wait 
  Leaders: Mat Barber and John Beauchamp 

 6.30pm Advent Service of Light 
Sun 8 11am Holy Communion – Advent 2 

  Readings: Isa 40:1-11; Matt 3:1-12 Holy Waiting: Ready & waiting  
  Leader: John Beauchamp; Preacher: Timothy Muller 

 6.30pm Advent Reflections 

  Leaders: Stuart and Margaret Evans 
Sun 15 11am Morning Worship – Advent 3 

  Readings: Isa 7:11-16; Luke 1:26-38 Holy Waiting: Waiting to grow  
  Leader: Will Smart; Preacher: John Beauchamp 

 5pm Carols by Candlelight 

Sun 22 11am Holy Communion 
  Readings: Job 6:8-17; Matt 1:18-25 Waiting through hard times   

  No evening service 
Tue 24 4pm Family Crib Service 

Wed 25 11am Christmas Communion 
  Reading: Luke 2:1-16 Holy Waiting: The waiting is over 

  Leader: Margaret Evans; Preacher: John Beauchamp 

Sun 29 11am Morning worship 
  Readings: Luke 2:15-20 

  Leader: Stuart Evans; Preacher: Margaret Evans 
  No evening service 

 



Please pray this month 

Urban Hope  

 For Christmas celebrations and activities. 

 For young people for whom Christmas will only highlight difficult family and 

personal circumstances. 
 For safety for young people out on the streets during dark evenings. 

Manna 

 For all who are street homeless to find shelter this winter. 

 For a client in hospital with a serious infection and all who are unwell. 

 That those trapped in addictions will find freedom in a radical encounter 

with Jesus. 

Church 

 For those who are unwell: Mary Allen, Val Bull, Mary Fergus, Joy 

Maitland, Vivian Mehmet, Angelina (daughter of Moses and Liya), 
Elizabeth Ainger. Sylvia Dolan, Bryan Gault, Joyce Lowe, John Lowe, 

Stephen Spencer, Yazna,  Anna Wilson and Carol Mellor.  Also for all 
mourning the loss of loved ones, including the family and friends of 

David (Suzanne Roberts brother-in-law) 

 For all our Christmas services and those who will visit us at this time. 

 For all our church staff as they take time off over Christmas. 

World 
 For the Middle East and a new hope of peace and resolution between Israel 

and Palestine. 
 For all Christians who have to celebrate Christmas in secret for fear of 

persecution and opposition. 
 

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS.  As we begin Advent and look forward to Christmas 

we enter a great season for inviting family and friends to special services and 
events.  Please take some of the special invitations that will be available from 1st 

December and share them with others.  Special services are: 
 

Service of Light – Sunday 1st December, 6.30pm 

A service of readings, reflections and music with candles to begin Advent. 
 

Carols by Candlelight - Sunday 15th December, 5pm 

A family Carol service telling the Christmas story with plenty for all ages to enjoy.  

Children are invited to come dressed as Nativity characters and join the Nativity 
scene.  
 

Family Crib Service – Christmas Eve, 4pm 

Time for children and adults to explore the Christmas story together. 
 

Christmas Day – Family Christmas Communion, 11am 
We gather together and celebrate the true joy of Christmas 

(Please note: there is no midnight service at St Stephen’s this year but services will 
take place at 11.30pm on Christmas Eve at St Mary’s Upper Street and St James 

Arlington Square) 



CHRISTMAS CARDS.  During December many Christmas Cards are left in St 
Stephen’s for church members.  This creates a considerable job for the Church 

Warden and others, keeping them tidy and in order.  Then in January there are 
often cards left that have not been collected.  So we encourage you this year to 

hand your cards directly to your friends in the church rather than leaving them on 

the table, and when you come to services make sure you check the cards and take 
any that have been left for you.  Although it is always nice to send and receive 

cards, their production does consume a considerable amount of energy and natural 
resources as well as being expensive.  So this year, if you wish, you can send just 

one card to all your friends at St Stephen’s by pinning a card on the ‘Christmas 

Greetings’ board at the back of the Church for all to see.  If you would like to, you 
could then give an extra donation to the Christmas Appeal out of all that you will 

have saved.  Take your time to browse the board and read the cards that have been 
left there.  Thank you. 

 
CHRISTMAS CHOIR.  We are forming a choir to sing at the Candlelight Carol 

Service on 15th December.  All are welcome to join, both children and adults.  You 

don’t have to be an experienced singer or know how to read music.  Just come 
along and enjoy the fun of singing together.  Rehearsals will take place after the 

11am services on 24th November and 1st and 8th December.  Come and join us.  Talk 
to Timothy Muller to find out more. 
 

ADVENT BRING AND SHARE LUNCH.  You are invited to stay for a bring and 

share lunch in the halls after the 11am service on Sunday 8th December.  Sign the 
list at the back of the Church and tell us what you might bring.  All welcome. 

 

DECORATING THE CHURCH FOR CHRISTMAS.  Come and help us decorate the 
Church for our Christmas services on Saturday 14th December from 9.30am.  With 

lights and the tree, candles and the crib to put up, there is plenty to do.  There will 
be coffee and doughnuts to keep you going.  All welcome. 
 

CHRISTMAS APPEAL.  Our Christmas appeal this year is to support the charity 

‘Street Storage’ founded by Rachel Woolf after her time working in the Manna.  

Street Storage offers much needed secure storage to those who find themselves on 
the streets.  In the short time it has been running it has proved to be a vital part of 

the support networks that help people find their way off of the streets and into jobs, 
homes and a new future.  See the appeal fliers and other information to find out 

more and how to give.  There will be more information at our Advent and Christmas 
services.  Thank you for your support. 
 

ADVENT SERMON SERIES.  Our Advent sermon series is called ‘Holy Waiting.’  It 

uses the weeks of Advent to explore the waiting times in the Christmas story and 

think about what these might tell us about the waiting times we experience in our 
own lives.  The waiting of Zachariah and Elizabeth, Mary and Joseph and the whole 

Jewish nation is vital to the story we will tell over these weeks.  How valuable do we 
find waiting times and are there things we can do to find a new value in our 

waiting?  



FIRST SUNDAY SERVICES.  We hope you enjoy First Sunday services.  However, 
it does take a lot of organisation and work to plan the services, prepare the 

building, serve the breakfast and clear up.  There are only a few people doing this 
so we need to expand the team.  If you value this service and can dedicate some 

time to this each month and help us re-imagine and organise it through 2020, 

please talk to John after a service, or phone or email. 
 

CHURCH WEEKEND AWAY – 23-25 OCTOBER 2020.  Thank you to all who 
expressed an interest in attending the church weekend away at High Leigh in 

October 2020.  We have now confirmed our booking and you will be invited to book 
your places and pay a deposit in January.  The weekend will be the usual mix of 

worship, teaching, groups for children and young people, social activities, free time, 
food and fun.  The most popular idea suggested by you for a theme is ‘Living our 

faith.’  How do we live distinctively as Christians in our everyday lives.  Make sure 

the dates are in your diary and watch out for more information and how to book. 
 

MAISONETTE FELLOWSHIP GROUP.  On Thursday evenings from 7.30-9.30pm 
Will leads a Bible study and fellowship group in the Maisonette.  New members are 

always welcome to join to explore the Bible and support each other as we share the 
stories of our lives together.  If you would like to come along, talk to Will after a 

service, or contact him on will.ststephens@gmail.com 
 

Regular events 
Mon 7-9pm Urban Hope drop-in (Halls) 

Tue 7-9pm The Manna (Halls) 

Wed 1-3pm The Manna (Halls) 
6.30-8pm Urban Hope Junior Club – year 4-6 (Halls/ARCC) 

Thurs 6.30-9pm Urban Hope Drop-in (Halls) 
Fri 9-11am  The Manna Key-work Session (Halls) 
 

PASTORAL CARE TEAM.  PCT members are available to support and pray with 

you in all circumstances.  Contact the team through the church office,  or John on 
02072267526, vicar@ststephenscanonbury.org.uk. Or talk to any of the team – 

Janice Emslie, Bo Shepherd,  Mary Thomas and Margaret Evans. 
 

CHURCH FLOWERS.  You can contribute towards flowers for anniversaries and 
special occasions.  Please contact Carol Mellor 020 7263 6916.   
 

Vicar – Rev John Beauchamp – 020 7226 7526 or 07946 161098 
vicar@ststephenscanonbury.org.uk 

Church Administrator: Rose Mwsigwa 
Church office – 020 8616 5505 administrator@ststephenscanonbury.org.uk 

Office open: Mon 9.30am-3pm, Thur 9.30am-3pm, Fri 12 noon-4pm 
Church and hall bookings: Natalie Beauchamp 

020 7226 7526 – centremanager@ststephenscanonbury.org.uk 
Church Warden – Janice Emslie (Contact through the church office) 

The Manna – Homeless and adult support (see diary for opening times)  
020 7226 5369 – themanna@ststephenscanonbury.org.uk 

Urban Hope – Youth Support Project (see diary for opening times)  
020 7354 9616 – hello@urbanhope.co.uk 

mailto:will.ststephens@gmail.com

