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C O N T E N T S   
 

Peace at last?  

“Today I am a proud young lady” 

“We are all Africans” 

Interview with Kim Pillay-Constant 

Graduation Ceremony 

Hiking for Hope 

Dear friends and supporters,  

We, the staff of New World Foun-

dation, are proud to present you 

our newsletter.  

In this newsletter, you will  learn 

more about the projects and ac-

tivities we have been implementing 

during the last three months (May

-July 2012).  

For more information about our  

work, please visit our website  

and BlogSpot or ‘like’ our Facebook  

page.  

Enjoy the read!  

http://www.facebook.com/pages/New-World-Foundation/376409565720186
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Peace at last?  

Relative calm descended on Lavender Hill while the army was patrolling the streets during December 2011. However, from February 

2012 onwards, we saw gang violence flaring up again. In the first half of 2012, at least 23 people, including seven children died on the 

Cape Flats. Of the total number of deaths, 17 have occurred in Hanover Park and Lavender Hill alone. Many of the dead were innocent 

bystanders, caught in the cross fire. The situation was of such magnitude, that Western Cape premier Helen Zille wrote to President 

Zuma at the beginning of July, requesting once again the employment of the South African National Defence Forces (SANDF) in gang 

hotspot areas.  

 

Llewellyn Jordaan, social worker at NWF, has been involved in a series of negotiations with gang in 

Lavender Hill. On 22 July, these talks ended in a peace treaty signed by the Junky Funky Kids, the 

Mongrels and the Corner Boys. Since the agreement was reached, the community has experienced 

some calm again, and children are able to play in the streets once more. However, as long as struc-

tural problems such as overcrowding, substandard housing, broken families, unemployment, domes-

tic violence and substance abuse are not addressed in a coherent and holistic way, with social organi-

sations working together, rather than competing against each other, the apparent calm won’t last 

long. Jordaan believes the treaty as solid platform for police and organisations to start putting in 

place a proper plan to tackle gang violence. “There are people who believe this agreement will not 

last, but I would ask, will we allow this to happen? Will we just stand back as a community and do 

nothing?”, he says.    

 

On the 16th of August we learned the army will not be deployed to curb gang violence. Instead, police work will be intensified as part 

of a long-term solution to the problem, President Jacob Zuma has decided. Long-term interventions by the government’s social and 

economic clusters are promised to come to the plagued communities on the Cape Flats soon. 

“There are people who 

believe this agreement 

will not last, but I would 

ask, will we allow this to 

happen? Will we just 

stand back as a commu-

nity and do nothing?”  
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“Today I am a proud young lady”  

 

From February until the end of June 2012, the New World Foundation ran its Basic Computer and Life Skills training. The programme 

teaches basic computer skills in Microsoft Word and life skills to employed and unemployed members of the Lavender Hill commu-

nity. At the end of the course, the participants are able to write their own CVs and have improved communication skills, which enables 

them to professionally apply for jobs. This semester, twelve ambitious young girls participated in the course.  

 

Abigail Mars speaks about the course. Abigail: “I had a great experience. I’ve learned a lot about myself and others. It’s sad knowing 

my journey has come to an end. I’ll miss my classmates a lot, not just because of the good moments we had but also the fact that 

when I know I’ve got a problem I could always come to them and talk and at the end of the session I’ll feel way better than what I felt 

when I came into class the morning. The girls are not just my ex-classmates, but we’ve become friends too.” 

 

“I thank New World Foundation for making me the better person that I am today. I’ve learned you don’t just do things for the present 

moment, but you do it because you’ll need those skills in the long run too. I thank you for being there when I needed you and for not 

judging me or anyone else.” 

“We are all Africans”  

 On the 13th June a movie screening was organised by NWF’s youth department 

to celebrate the importance of Youth Day (16th of June). About 30 people partici-

pated, most of the participants being youth. Quite a number of them belong to 

one of Lavender Hill’s Hip Hop groups. 

 

The evening started with Zain Nazier (youth coordinator) introducing the movie 

Sarafina!, which recounts the story of a girl involved in the Soweto student pro-

tests of 1976. The movie and discussion were very well received and highly appreciated, not only by the youth but also by the adults, 

who were getting inspired and mesmerized by listening to the younger participants.   

 

One of the conclusions of the night was that our youth nowadays is faced with a myriad of issues that are certainly more complex than 

the clearly identifiable enemy of Apartheid. Although there is a will to contribute positively and a huge need for positive role models, 

the actions that youth do take to make a positive change are not always visible to the public eye. But is a Hip Hop artist who writes 

songs about social and political issues not an activist in his own right? 

 

The movie screening was a celebration of youth and their power to change things for the better. Let’s never forget June 16th and what 

it stands for! 
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“People are almost desperate for a solution”  

Kimendhri Pillay-Constant (Kim) joined the New World Foundation in April 2011 as coordinator of the women’s programme and part 

of the management team. During her first year with the organisation she became even more sensitive towards working in a commu-

nity than she already was. In this interview she explains why and tells us about her impressions of the work she has been doing so far 

in Lavender Hill. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What do you enjoy most about working for New World Foundation?  

“I enjoy working in Lavender Hill because of the challenges it presents. I think in many communities people 

don’t face the issues that you face on a daily basis in Lavender Hill. The issue of boys and girls getting lured 

into joining gangs for example. The challenges are huge. I didn’t really know what I was in for when I ar-

rived in Cape Town from Durban. The organisation I worked for in Durban addressed similar issues to the 

ones present in Lavender Hill, but definitely not on the same scale. We would also face teenage pregnancy, 

drugs and alcohol abuse and poverty. But the scale and the helplessness is bigger here in Lavender Hill. I 

think the helplessness might be related to the scale of the problem. If I am struggling with my son who 

uses ‘tik’ I might not even go to my neighbour because he has the same or a similar problem. So what 

makes it a problem or a different problem if everyone’s got it?” 

What has made the biggest impression on you while working in Lavender Hill? 

“I expected to see poverty and I saw it, so that did not really make an impression on me. What did make an impression on me was the 

hardness in some of the children. A few of them are very quick to fight and offend and laugh at the next person. In that I am afraid for  

“In many communi-

ties people don't 

face the issues that 

you face on a daily 

basis in Lavender 

Hill. The challenges 

are huge. The scale 

and the helplessness 

is bigger in Lavender 

Hill.”  
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them because I don’t know how they are then expected to grow and learn together in a healthy environment.” 

“At the same time, what made an impression on me is the wonderful and sometimes amazing kids I’ve met. It’s very heartwarming to 

see how helpful they are and how loving they are and how some of them even understand the dire plight of their parents and dis-

courage their parents to spend on certain things considered luxuries, to alleviate the parents’ suffering of having to spend the little 

money they have. You have all these extremes in the community, the sweet ones are so sweets and the tough ones are so rough.” 

What are you currently busy with?   

“Within the women’s programme we are setting up court committees. The idea is for every 25 courts and streets in Lavender Hill to 

have a committee of about 5 members each. These committees will then identify issues, concerns and interests of the flat court within 

which they live. There may be matters for housing, safety and legal matters, or interests for bursaries, skills development and life skills 

programmes. Eventually we will have different committees and they will  be able to assist the court residents with numerous matters. 

People are almost desperate for a solution and see the court committees as a solution to all the social ills in Lavender Hill.” 

Graduation Ceremony  

Despite the cold and wet weather and the persistent gang shootings in the community, Lavender Hill residents still came out to cele-

brate on the 21st of June, when the New World Foundation hosted its Graduation Ceremony. More than 160 people attended the 

evening. The ceremony was all about acknowledging the effort and dedication of Lavender Hill residents who successfully participated 

in different courses and trainings from February till June 2012. It shows that despite all the hardships in Lavender Hill, people continue 

to be ambitious and want to develop themselves. 
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The evening started with a welcome by Zain Nazier and Rukea Masters from New World Foundation. The public was then addressed 

by guest speaker Juron Peters from Zerilda Park Highschool  who gave a powerful speech about growing up as youth in a gang ridden 

environment. He highlighted the fact that even in communities such as Lavender Hill, it is still possible for youth to have dreams and 

set positive goals. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seven youth received their Youth Leadership programme certificate, eight persons received their Life Skills 

and Computers course certificate, five people from Community Based Organisations received their com-

puter skills certificate, four soccer coaches also received their computer skills and coaches certificates, 21 

persons received their Home Based Care certificate, a course facilitated by the South African Red Cross and 

nine persons received their Parenting Training certificate, a training facilitated by RAPCAN. Fourteen pupils 

from Prince George Primary who won the New World Foundation’s and AMANDLA soccer tournament in 

May received a cup and goodies such as t-shirts. 

Eight people were acknowledged for the important role they play or have played in uplifting and empow-

ering Lavender Hill residents and received a Community Hero Award (Kashiefa Jacobs, Clyde Paulse, Shane 

Lentoor, Tiffany Joseph, Ashley Roman, Bruce Adams and the late Monray Meyer and Faranaaz Majiet). 

Dance group Hypnosis Crew, AKA Young Sean and Tiffany Joseph took care of providing world class enter-

tainment. It was a wonderful night out for all – course participants and their beloved ones alike. 

 

 

“Despite all the hard-

ships in Lavender 

Hill, people continue 

to be ambitious and 

want to develop 

themselves. The 

challenges are 

huge.”  
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Hiking for Hope  

Setting up a hiking club for youth from Lavender Hill was an idea of Trevor Jacobs from the Western Province Mountain Club. The idea 

was picked up by Bruce Adams (youth worker at New World Foundation) and a couple of enthusiastic volunteers. Since then, the 

‘Hiking for Hope’ club has been up the mountain thrice. In the weekend from 14-15th July the group went on an overnight hike. They 

took the ‘Bridal route’, starting at Constantia Nek and hiking through Ash Valley.  

Bruce Adams (23) explains the club was created to take youth out of Lavender Hill’s environment of gangsterism, shootings and do-

mestic violence and to let them experience nature. A second aim is to train a number of youth so that at some point in the future they 

will be able to take other groups of youth up the mountain.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For Damien Dirks (18), the overnight hike was an opportunity to get out of the restricting environment of drug use and gangsterism in 

the community: “The overnight hike was an amazing experience. Normally I stay at home on a Saturday night. A lot of the youth in my 

area is on tik (drugs) or there’s the gangsters who hang around at the corner. I don’t want to get involved with that, so I don’t really 

go out at night. I just stay inside. “ 

 

Michaela Ward (16) enjoys being in nature because it’s peaceful and quiet: “It’s so quiet when you are surrounded by nature. You can 

empty your mind. It’s not so much noise. In the community, with all the shootings and the violence, there is too much noise.“ One day, 

when she is older, Michaela would like to show other kids how it looks on top of the mountain. “It will be fun”, she believes.  

 

 


