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Appendix 2: Children’s Work Report to Haberdashers’ Company 
(As submitted to the Haberdashers’ Company on 15/01/2014. Written by Ruth Cant) 

 
Children’s Work Report – 2013 

	  
 
Introduction 
On behalf of the PCC and the whole congregation at St John’s, I would like once again to 
express our appreciation for the generous grant made by the Haberdashers’ Company to 
support the church’s work with the children of the church and neighbourhood. 
 
The generous grant from the Haberdashers’ Company is providing 80% of the salary funding for 
the part-time children’s worker over a three year period. The PCC is funding the remaining 
portion from its own resources. A further day per week has been provided by Santander bank 
from January 2014. 
 

 
Sunday School 
• A new group 

o Over the past year we have seen 
increased numbers of children 
attending Sunday school. During 
the spring/summer of 2013 there 
were approximately 40 children 
spread across two groups. We 
therefore took the decision to add 
an additional group from the start 
of September. We now have 
three groups: Pebbles (aged 3-5); 
Rocks (aged 6-8); and Boulders 
(aged 9-11). 

• More volunteers 
o The addition of a third group meant that more volunteers were needed. We now have 17 

members of the congregation serving on the Sunday school team, along with 3 teenagers 
from the congregation who each help out with the Rocks group once a month.  

• Training 
o Three Sunday school team meetings have been held covering safeguarding, curriculum, 

and evaluation. St John’s will also be the venue for the Academy Basics course for 4 
sessions in early 2014. This is a course aimed at children’s work volunteers covering the 
basics of leading, and will be open to volunteers from other churches in the area. I will be 
assisting the Diocesan Children’s advisor with the delivery of the course. 
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• Numbers on Registers 
o We are regularly seeing up to 50 children attending worship on a Sunday. 
o The numbers on the registers continue to be higher, due to irregular and infrequent 

attendance, but there has been some improvement in this.  
• New Curriculum 

o In September we began to use The Bible Curriculum, a fairly new curriculum available 
nationally, which sets out session plans and provides resources. This has been received 
well by the children, and by volunteers who enjoy the fact that there is less planning 
involved but space to adapt where necessary. 

• All-Age Services 
o On the first Sunday of each month, I have continued to take the lead in organising our 

All-Age Worship services. I have introduced some new action songs which the children 
and adults enjoy. In March we held a service raising money for the Diocesan Lent 
appeal; The Street Child World Cup. I have also encouraged children to help out by 
giving readings, leading prayers and taking part in dramas. At our recent Christingle 
service 2 members of the Boulders group led part of the service and money was raised 
for The Children’s Society.  

 
 
Other Projects 
• Easter Holiday Club 

o In April 2013 we held an Easter 
Holiday Club for 3 three mornings 
after Easter Weekend. A team of 
volunteers helped to run it, and 
parents of under 5s stayed and 
joined in. The children enjoyed 
games, crafts, nail painting, and a 
special drumming workshop. They 
also heard stories on the Easter 
theme each day, and learnt a new 
song. The children helped with the 
All Age service the following 
Sunday to show the congregation 
what they had been doing during 
the week, and the church was decorated with their crafts. There was an average of 20 
children each day, with more attending for the drumming workshop on the final day. 

• Focus 
o I attended our annual church holiday in Lincolnshire, ‘Focus’ with other members of the 

congregation, where we join with around 5,000 members of other churches from London 
for a week long Christian festival. I was part of a team of volunteers who ran the 
children’s work in the 5 year olds tent. There were 57 children in this group. In 2014 I 
hope to be leading a team. 
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• Schools Work 
o We continue to be active in working with our attached Church of England primary school. 

I have taken assemblies, and also lead or speak at our monthly school service which 
takes place in the church. I have also had the opportunity to be part of the RE and 
Collective worship working party, and hope to get involved with the Early Years 
assemblies in 2014. 

• Friday Fun 
o Our parent and toddler group has now been running for just over 1 year. During the last 

academic year it was a small group, and the majority of the children were 3 years old. 
They have since moved on to nursery and school so we have seen a new group of 
people attending since September. There are usually 7-10 children and babies attending 
along with parents and carers. There are toys to play with and refreshments provided, 
and at the end of the session we sing together.  

• Summer Fair 
o Our summer fair (also supported by Haberdashers) in June saw over 500 local people 

gather in the church gardens. A programme for children included face painting, children’s 
entertainers, bouncy castle and pirate ship climbing frame. 

• New ventures 
o In May I took 2 young people from St Johns to a youth event for secondary school age 

children in East London. The event takes place 3 times per term, and 10 young people 
from St Johns have attended so far. 

o In the spring I held 2 after school clubs as a trial run. These were for year 5 and 6 and 
were attended by 5 children. We are hoping to start a regular after school club in 2014.  

o In September a new group was started by 2 other members of the congregation. Girls 
Night in is for 11-14 year old girls. I have helped out at a few evenings, and we are taking 
the girls ice skating for a Christmas trip. So far there have been 6 girls attending.  

o I have been asked to be part of a new hub of children’s workers in the Stepney area. Our 
aim is to support other paid children’s workers and volunteers, and to provide training 
opportunities. 

• Children’s Academy Course 
o Last year I took a course provided by the Diocese of London in association with Oasis 

College and gained a Certificate in Children’s Spirituality and the Christian Faith. In 
recognition of this, I was made a Commissioned Children’s Minister in the Diocese of 
London on Sunday 1st December by the Bishop of Stepney. 

 
Conclusion 
We continue to believe that engaging with the children of the parish is one of the best ways of 
making the good news of Jesus Christ a tangible reality in people’s lives. We are continually 
encouraged by the responses of children and parents, and are thankful that St John’s is able to 
serve them well, and that God is making a difference in their lives. Thank you again to the 
Haberdashers’ Company for your continued support. 
 

Ruth Cant – Children’s Minister 
ruth@stjohnshoxton.org.uk 

15th January 2014 


