
 
 

PROVINCIAL PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT FORUM 
 

The forum discusses planning and environmental matters with Minister Bredell and DEA&DP, and  
explores ways of shortening some of the approval processes. It meets quarterly under the 
chairmanship of Alwyn Laubscher. Apart from the Minister and representatives from DEA&DP, the 
following organisations usually attend: WCPDF, IAIA, SAGI, SAACPP, SAPI, SAICE. 

 
 
For information: notes from the meeting of 28 August 2012: 
 
 
1. SPLUMB (the new national planning legislation): at Portfolio Committee meetings in the 

previous week, presentations by Tshwane, Johannesburg and Ekhuruleni Municipalities 
indicated many concerns that had already been raised by the Western Cape. However, the 
national department seems bent on proceeding regardless, other legislation having been 
retracted without replacement. 

 
2. LUPA (provincial legislation to replace LUPO): drafting should be finalised within a month or 

so, after which a new draft will be advertised for comment to the department. 
 
3. Section 14(2) of LUPO: a “grandfather clause” according rights to property – these rights 

will lapse on 30 June 2013. DEA&DP is drafting a circular about this. 
 
4. Backlogs in dealing with cases: a table of progress was tabled. Although it showed 

improvement in all cases but the handling of EIA's, there was no indication of what 
remaining backlogs might be. The reason for the improvement might be laid at the door of 
the improvement in information provision during a downturn in the economy. 

 
5. Municipal development levies: the benefits to government of its investment in 

development, either through the provision of infrastructure or through development 
incentives, should enter the equation. In an ideal world, with forward planning in place, 
studies should show municipalities where it would be worthwhile for them to invest, and 
yield a preferred sequence of investment (taking into account what will “sell”).   

  
 Eric Foster noted that Prof Kantor, at a recent conference had said that municipalities could 

get loans at lower rates than the private sector and should therefore preferably be the client 
in infrastructure provision. A counter to this is the time taken for prescribed budgeting and 
tendering processes of municipalities. A further problem is that several municipalities are 
known to use BICL's to pay for their salaries.... 

 
Organisations represented in the Forum were asked to provide comment on 
the issue of government investment in development. What say SAICE 
members? 

 
 
6. PSDF: DEA&DP appointed SETPLAN and one other to work on this. A gap-report has been 

produced. A draft is expected by end October. Municipalities have been a little slow to 
respond to the invitation to participate in the process, although many have expressed 
interest. 

 
 
7. Conflicts within City of Cape Town's SDF: Willem Herbert noted that there were 

inconsistencies with regard to areas that were formerly included in the urban zone but are 
now outside the urban edge. Chris Rabie assured him that whatever was approved prior to 
the SDF process would stay approved. Whatever was pending / not yet approved at that 



time, was aborted. There are green dots in the wrong spots and it seems CoCT expect 
developers to take the responsibility for getting any changes motivated. Chris Rabie thought 
that District Plans, which will show greater detail, might help sort out anomalies.   

 
8. Offsets demanded by Biodiversity “authorities”: Eric Foster / Alwyn Laubscher were 

concerned about excessive demands. Mr Gerber to be asked to address this at the next 
meeting.  

 
  


