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From the catwalk to the Congo, British portrait and
fashion photographer John Rankin Waddell has
produced an enormous and diverse body of work.
Rankin Live! is his latest endeavour, currently being
showcased at the Old Truman Brewery in the creative
hub of London’s East End. The photographic event takes
an innovative twist on the traditional exhibition format,
featuring two shows in one: The Retrospective provides
an overview of the artist’s career, in an exhibition of
600 images selected from his vast portfolio of work.
The second exhibit, Shoot Me, Rankin! is a work-inprogress, comprising a live, ongoing photoshoot of
1000 individuals, whose portraits will also become
part of the overall photographic exhibition.
Working under the name Rankin, the Glaswegian has
photographed some of the biggest names and faces
of the century. His star-studded inventory includes
supermodels Kate Moss and Naomi Campbell,
rockstars from Marilyn Manson to David Bowie,
popstars such as Madonna and Kylie Minogue, and
iconic figures from Quentin Tarantino and Damien
Hirst to Tony Blair and The Queen Herself. (That’s not
to mention the long list of celebrities he’s snapped
nude.) Rankin’s also shot and directed prominent ads
for big brands like Nike, Levi’s, CocaCola and BMW,
magazine covers for Vogue, Playboy, GQ and Dazed,
and even launched his own fashion magazine, RANK,
in 2000. Lately, Rankin’s been directing in his spare
time, most recently creating the music video for Britrock chart-topper The Enemy’s single, ‘No Time For
Tears’ and a viral campaign for Wonderbra. The man
has unequivocally had one of the busiest and sexiest
careers in his field.
Rankin Live! is a museum-scale show featuring
Rankin’s first-ever retrospective of his twenty-two year
career, featuring an extraordinary collection of beauty,
erotica, celebrity, charity and commercial images, as
well as more personal photographs. The live shoot
element, Shoot Me, Rankin!, puts the public in front of
Rankin’s lens in an open studio during the exhibition.
The portraits are immediately added to the online
gallery, RankinLive, and will culminate as a series that
altogether creates an original holistic yet personal
portrait of a 21st Century UK.
Rankin Live! runs at the Old Truman Brewery, London
until 18 September 2009.
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