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Artist Statement
Outside In presents several departures; most importantly it sees my return to painting on
canvas after years of working exclusively on wood. I worked with watery washes for the initial
build-up, in contrast to my alla prima work on wood and found the accidental happenings
with paint dissolving and dripping onto the canvas both frustrating and exhilarating. The
relinquishing of control on a technical level, perhaps for the first time in years, became a
frightening and a fulfilling creative journey.
As a student when considerations of the market place were not relevant, I worked in a free
and painterly style on a large scale, but over the years have developed and concentrated
on what has become my forte: realist interpretations of the visual world around me, generally
autobiographic in nature, on a small to miniature scale.
Personal and life-changing experiences signalled the return to canvas and the need to
transform and challenge my existing methodology; resulting in a return to the former
looseness, freedom of interpretation and style reminiscent of my early work. This shift in
approach is clearly illustrated in the two series presented, the summer-series with Langebaan,
Zeekoevlei and the Berg River as backdrop, and the winter-series, with Paris at night as
setting.
This year started off with an emotional crisis and anxiety attacks which I needed to deal with,
overcome or to learn to live with, it was a watershed year for me. I experienced a
relationship break-up, and felt as if I was wading through the river of yet another mid-life
crisis. I became increasingly aware of the process of aging and of approaching death, as
well as anticipating the imminent empty nest syndrome, with my two teenage children soon
to be leaving home. This painfully felt existential crisis defined the creative journey towards
Outside In.
The exhibition found its genesis from photographic references of a warm and balmy albeit
tumultuous summer and autumn, during which ordinary activities such as evening walks,
picnics or swims with my family became my subject matter. These gentle recuperative
activities in and around water constitute the summer-series. As winter approached, I looked
inward towards the personal in an attempt to interpret the private and seldom revealed
intimacy of adult life. I joined fellow-painter Andries Gouws who was leading a workshop in a
coastal village for a few days. The change of scene enabled me, known as a colourist, to
find a new, subdued and extremely economical palette: it became my winter-series.
I acknowledge the painter Walter Sickert in two paintings of nude self-portraits. The angle
from which the subject is viewed, allows for an intimacy between the viewer and artist, as if
between lovers. The notion of the gaze created through this mingling of private and public
space is reminiscent of the boudoir scenes that were so brilliantly depicted by the likes of
Degas, Sickert and Toulouse-Lautrec.
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Father and daughter in lagoon
(Portrait of Johann Louw)
Oil on wood
48 x 60cm
2014

Girl and boy in lagoon
Oil on canvas
20 x 20 cm
2014

Woman near lagoon (the artist’s
sister)
Oil on wood
32 x 40 cm
2014

Woman with silver goblet (the artist’s
sister)
Oil on canvas
20 x 20 cm
2014

Boy in lagoon (the artist’s son) I
Oil on wood
48 x 60
2014

Late-summer self-portrait with hat
and lagoon
Oil on wood
32 x 40 cm
2014

Girl with yellow in lagoon (the artist’s
daughter)
Oil on wood
44 x 60 cm
2014

Girl in lagoon with two boys
Oil on wood
30 x 40 cm
2014

Swimmers, Green Point (motherand-daughter self-portrait) I
Oil on wood
32 x 40 cm
2014

Swimmers, Green Point (motherand-daughter self-portrait) II
Oil on wood
32 x 40 cm
2014

Late-summer self-portrait staring
across lagoon
Oil on wood
44 x 60 cm
2014

Moonlight meander (the artist’s
daughter)
Oil on canvas
32.5 x 40.5 cm
2014

Moonlight streetscape with
Plumbago
Oil on wood
32 x 40cm
2014

Evening street scene with lit windows
Oil on wood
40 x 50cm
2014

The wish house (moonscape with
girl)
Oil on canvas
60 x 76 cm
2014

Late-summer family party near vlei
Oil on wood
120 x 90 cm
2014

Young woman portrait seated in
Dutch interior (Camille)
Oil on canvas
20 x 20 cm
2014

Self-portrait with veteran cars,
Piketberg
Oil on wood
48 x 60 cm
2014

Man reclining, Paris I
Oil on canvas
60 x 76 cm
2014

Reverie in bed (self-portrait)
Oil on canvas
30.5 x 40.5 cm
2014

After Sickert (self-portrait) I
Oil on canvas
30 x 40.5 cm
2014

After Sickert (self-portrait) II
Oil on canvas
40.5 x 50.5 cm
2014

Reclining nude with glass doors (selfportrait)
Oil on canvas
40.5x 50.5 cm
2014

Self-portrait with a lilac night dress,
Paris
Oil on canvas
40.5 x 50.5 cm
2014

Portrait of the artist’s feet
Oil on canvas
30.5 x 40.5 cm
2014

POG Self-portrait
Oil on canvas
40 x 50.5 cm
2014

Man reclining, Paris II
Oil on canvas
101 x 76 cm
2014

Hotel room (male nude)
Oil on canvas board
15 x 20 cm
2014

Man in Parisian Suburbia
Oil on canvas
40.5 x 50.5cm
2014

Man at the edge of the Seine
Oil on canvas
40.5 x 50.5cm
2014

Cottage in Parisian Suburbia
Oil on canvas
40.5 x 60.5cm
2014

Self-portrait on the edge of the
Seine
Oil on canvas
91 x 121.5 cm
2014

