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ANNUAL REPORT

MISSION

Darkroom Contemporary is a non-profit organisation and physical theatre 
company under the creative direction of Louise Coetzer. The company 
was formed in 2010 and is based in Cape Town, South Africa.
The company’s works are based on multi – disciplinary arts collaborations, 
the use of contact improvisation techniques, and the creation of 
site- specific theatre in non traditional performance spaces.
The production and distribution of dance film forms a large part of 
Darkroom Contemporary’s creative offering, making them one of only a 
handful currently exploring this genre in South Africa.The company 
simultaneously runs an outreach and development programme, through 
which it offers exposure and training in physical theatre to young 
performers from various social backgrounds. 

Darkroom Contemporary is dedicated to actively promoting and 
exploring physical theatre as art form, through performance, dance film, 
and education. Creating opportunities for performers, fostering collaboration 
between various creative disciplines,opening up dialogue between these 
creative practisioners, and offering  opportunities for skills exchange, 
Darkroom Contemporary seeks to be a catalyst for innovation and 
preservation within the contemporary South African performing 
arts landscape.

ABOUT
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MANAgEMENT 2012

VOLUNTEERS 2012

COMPANY MEMBERS 2012

COLLABORATORS 2012

• Pierre vd Spuy (Chairperson)
• Louise Coetzer (Executive Director)
• Noel Daniels (Treasurer)
• Naren Sewpaul (Secretary)
• Oscar O’Ryan (Project manager)
• Tegan Henneke / Write Design (PR and marketing)

•  Che Milani
•  Mandla Sibeko
•  Seugnet Liebenberg
•  Shaun Smith
•  Tamryn Pelser
•  Christy Giesler
•  Philip Southey
•  Lauren Hambly-Wise
•  Cilna Marais
•  Armand Aucamp
•  Kristy Brown 
•  Yaseen Manuel

•  Lucian Albertyn
•  Lucia Broeidt
•  Lucinda Plaatjies
•  Brendon Lee
•  Ryan Smith
•  Kuchulain O’Flynn 

•  Imraan Samodien ( Designer and artist)
•  Shameeg Baza ( Graphic Designer)
•  Origami Knights ( Collaborative of visual artists) 
•  Gustav Stutterheim ( Sound designer)
•  Duane Howard (Photographer and videographer)
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PROgRAMMES 2012
PERFORMANCE

Darkroom Contemporary has gained a loyal following through its staging of ex-
perimental physical theatre productions, performed by artists within the com-
pany. These productions create opportunities for trained performers and also  
places a strong focus on interdisciplinary collaboration, thereby providing op-
portunities for artists across numerous platforms and genres including designers, 
visual artists, musicians and filmmakers. These productions are often staged as 
site specific works

  
• Performances at City Hall
• Baxter Dance Festival 
• Creative Cape Town at the Tjing Tjing Exchange
• Dance Umbrella festival (JHB)
• Black Box, Arts on Main (JHB)

The new production created in 2012 was entitled A Wolf at the Door.
This work deals with questions around fear, security, threat and violence in our 
daily lives. The production was first staged in the exhibition area of the City Hall, 
using various spaces within this exquisite historical building. This event included an 
exhibition of photographs taken by Oscar O’Ryan for The MOTION Project, and 
also invited artists from Origami Knights Collaborative to exhibit their art works.
 After a successful three day run, A Wolf at the Door went on to be staged as part 
of the Baxter Dance Festival and Creative Week Cape Town.

2012 saw the company perform at the following venues
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DANCE FILM

At present dance film is a relatively unknown and unexplored genre in South Af-
rica. Darkroom Contemporary has established itself as one of the few local com-
panies currently utilising this medium, and  places a strong focus on exposing au-
diences to dance film through regular screening and discussions. The company 
uses the medium to make its work accessible to audiences worldwide, through 
international film festivals. Working with film offers many more opportunities for 
collaboration and skills exchange.

Still
Still explores the contrasting energies of movement and stillness.
Filmed on location at the infamous incomplete highway at the Foreshore,   
and featuring Tamryn Pelser.

Broken
Broken uses the organized chaos of a construction site as backdrop, and was 
filmed during the renovations of the Civic Centre in Cape Town. Featuring 
Yaseen Manuel.

Rite Of Spring
Created for the Le Sacre Du Printemps Video Dance Collage Project,(Burgun-
dy, France) in celebration of the centenary anniversary of Stravinsky’s infamous 
score. 
Stravinsky has described The Rite of Spring as “a musical-choreo¬graphic work 
... unified by a single idea: the mystery and great surge of the creative power of 
Spring”. Using this as starting point, we chose to portray the majesty and force of 
nature, in this case Table Moun¬tain and the fierce wind Cape Town is famous 
for. The mountain in the background is also a reference to the backdrop used in 
the Jof¬frey Ballet’s 1987 recreation of the Rite of Spring. 
The film echoes the ballet’s storyline of a single female emerging from a group of 
many, and em¬ploys circles as main focal point and theme, both in the location 
as well as the choreography. 

Dead air
A dance film produced in 2011, was screened at the National Arts Festival 2012, 
Shortcuts, Sustain Our Africa Summit 2012 and COP17 Climate Change 
Convention. The film was awarded a Top Ten Finalist in the Letters from the Sky 
film project. 
This film was shortlisted for the AVIFF as part of the 2013 Cannes Film Festival.
Dead air will be screend at the Agite Y Sirva Festival (Mexico) and the Video 
Dance Festival of Burgundy(France) in 2013.

In 2012, Darkroom Contemporary produced 3 new dance films:
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OUTREACH AND DEVELOPMENT

Community Performances: 

Community film screening and discussions: 

Darkroom Contemporary’s Development programes are committed to sharing 
the joy of movement with communities, class rooms, and audiences from all 
walks of life.  Our various community projects are aimed at actively promoting 
and developing physical theatre as art form, ensuring a future generation of 
theatre practitioners and audiences, and creating awareness around the the-
atre and dance industry. We are constantly looking for ways to expand on the 
previous success of the following projects:

Darkroom Contemporary aims to share their work with audiences from all walks 
of life, through staging free performances in public areas. The company places 
great importance on helping to develop a future generation of theatre practi-
tioners and audiences. In 2012 the company had the opportunity to perform as 
part of Creative Week Cape Town at the Tjing Tjing Exchange, and staged a free 
performance at the Black Box, Maboneng Precinct (JHB) 

Darkroom Contemporary hosted a free dance film screening and discussion ses-
sion at the Bisoscope in JHB. Films included recent works by Darkroom Contem-
porary as well as dance films by Kai Lossgott, Ananda Fuchs and Jaco Minnaar.  
This event drew a diverse audience and culminated in a lively discussion about 
dance film as genre. 

Darkroom Contemporary was also invited to share some of their projects with 
the audience at Pecha Kucha 21, held on 6 November 2012. This was another 
wonderful opportunity to open up dialogue around the performing arts industry 
in Cape Town.

The presentation format that is based on a simple idea: 20 images displayed 
for 20 seconds each, whilst the presenter talks you through it. It’s a format that 
makes presentations concise, and keeps things interesting. It forces people to 
reduce, to clear their minds and think about what is relevant
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Public awareness campaigns
The MOTION Project is an ongoing awareness campaign, in collaboration with 
movement photographer Oscar o’Ryan. This project invited Cape Town’s dance 
practitioners to participate in photographic shoots at various locations around 
the City. The final images were exhibited as part of Darkroom Contemporary’s 
performances at the Cape Town City Hall, and also at Side Street Studios in 
Woodstock.

The MOTION Project was made possible through sponsorship from the Sunshine 
Company.

The aim of the project is to create awareness around the dance industry in Cape 
Town, to create a sense of participation and comradeship among the dance 
practitioners around the area, and to explore multi-disciplinary collaboration. 
Darkroom Contemporary was established with the mission to create more op-
portunities for dancers, connecting people through movement, fostering collab-
oration between all art forms and promoting dance as an art form.
Movement sees past barriers of language, culture, and demographics.
It is the most basic human need to express ourselves through movement. We 
want to pay tribute to all dance forms and all people passionate about move-
ment. 
 
This was a hugely popular and successful project that had seen 45 participants 
get involved, and was exhibited to over 300 people in three days. For this reason, 
Darkroom Contemporary and Oscar O’Ryan will be expanding on the MOTION 
Project in 2013.
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MOVINg FORWARD
PLANS FOR 2013 AND BEYOND

Theatre is a powerful tool for transformation, education, inspiration and enlight-
enment. Unfortunately this  tool is often under utilised specifically where it is need-
ed most: within disadvantaged communities where it could benefit at-risk youth .

At present there are numerous small community theatre groups active in areas 
of the Western Cape, notably Delft, Khayalitsha and Gugulethu. These theatre 
groups are formed by youth leaders with an interest in creating community the-
atre works. However, there is a definite need within these theatre groups for en-
hanced knowledge and skills provided by theatre industry professionals. 

The aim of our community theatre development project is to adress the present 
needs within community theatre groups:

• lack of basic resources: work space, internet access, funds to create new    
 work.
• lack of professional theatre experience.
• lack of marketing opportunities.
• lack of audience involvement.

This project has been implemented in partnership with New Africa Theatre.  
Darkroom Contemporary is working with students from New Africa Theatre over 
a 10 month period.  The students will be mentored through a process of creating 
a workshopped educational theatre piece which will be performed in a public 
space within the community of Athlone.

COMMUNITY THEATRE DEVELOPMENT PROjECT
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Darkroom Contemporary has launched an apprenticeship programme for young 
dancers seeking performance, teaching and choreographic experience. This 
course is aimed at school leavers or graduates wishing to take a gap year to 
gain practical performance experience.  The course is running from 2 April – 30 
November 2013.

Apprentices will have an opportunity to develop their skills in the following areas:
 
·       Performance: through working alongside company members on 
        Darkroom Contemporary performance and dance film projects
·       Choreography: apprentices will have space to work on choreographic 
        projects geared towards an in house showcase of new works
·       Teaching: through facilitating movement based arts education workshops
·       Technique: daily classes are offered in a variety of disciplines: 
         contemporary dance, ballet, body conditioning and contact improvisation

The company’s vision is for this course to offer enrichment and development 
opportunities for young dancers in complimentary techniques, and to offer a 
unique experience through participation in a variety of multi –disciplinary 
performance projects.

THE APPRENTICE PROgRAMME
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INTAKA  YOUTH ARTS EDUCATION WORKSHOP 

ANNUAL SEASON AND BAxTER DANCE FESTIVAL 
PERFORMANCES

Darkroom Contemporary, in partnership with INTAKA Eco Village, will present a 5 
day creative movement workshop, incorporating elements of dance, music and 
visual art. This week long workshop aimed at 10 – 12 year olds is taking place in 
June 2013.

WORKSHOP FOCUS:

Darkroom Contemporary’s Youth Workshops are aimed at instilling a sense of dis-
cipline and enjoyment through movement, while addressing vital life skills. Young 
people learn about teamwork, negotiating skills, resolving conflict, and also gain 
valuable breathing and relaxation techniques, which can aid with stress release 
and improved concentration.  This workshop is tailored around an ecological 
theme, in line with INTAKA’S objective of ecological education. Learners will ex-
plore themes of nature, the animal kingdom, and ecological awareness through 
movement. They will also learn about recycling, through creating costumes and 
props out of used household items.

The workshop will culminate in a short performance at INTAKA, where learners 
will have the opportunity to share what they have learnt with their families.

ACTIVITIES INCLUDE:

• Creative movement classes : learners explore their creativity through 
 movement, focused on expressing elements of nature and the animal 
 kingdom
• Art projects: learners create musical instruments, props and costumes 
 out of used household objects
• Musical expression: learners use the instruments they made to create 
 percussion and sound effects for their performance
• Final showcase performance, combining all workshop activities

The company is starting rehearsals for its annual season in May 2013. Their new 
work, SWARM, will premiere in August at the Cape Town City Hall, before moving 
on to the Baxter Theatre. This year, the company will include some new 
performers, as well as members of the apprentice programme. 
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FINANCIALS REPORT:

SPONSORS 

BREAKDOWN OF SPONSORSHIP AND IN KIND 
DONATIONS: 01 MARCH 2012 TO 28 FEBRUARY 2013

DONOR TYPE VALUE

CREATIVE WORKSHOP
ADVERTISING

PRINTING OF MARKETING 
MATERIALS

R 2 760.00

CAMERA RENTAL R 4 500.00

NEW AFRICA THEATRE 
ASSOCIATION

REHEARSAL VENUE HIRE R24 640.00

MEDIA FILM SEERVICE GRIPS RENTAL R  3 500.00

THE BANG BAR SOUND EQUIPMENT 
RENTAL

R    700.00

ZODIAC SOUND SOUND EQUIPMENT 
RENTAL

R 4 500.00

SUNSHINE LIGHTING 
COMPANY

PHOTOGRAPHIC GEAR
RENTAL

R25 600.00

WRITE DESIGN DESIGN OF MARKETING PLAN R 5 300.00

SHAMEEG BAZA DESIGN OF MARKETING 
MATERIALS

R 4 350.00

IMRAAN SAMO DESIGN OF MARKETING 
MATERIALS

R 1 400.00

TOTAL R74 250.00
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ANNUAL SEASON EXPENDITURE REPORT
PRODUCTION NAME: A WOLF AT THE DOOR

ExPENSES

INCOME

PROFIT

PRODUCTION ELEMENTS: COSTUME, PROPS, SOUND 
AND LIGHTING

R  6 614.77

BAR R 1  164.05

OTHER EXPENSES: RIGGING, PAINTING AND LABOUR R 3  537.30

TOTAL R11 316.12

DOOR TAKINGS R 9755.00

BAR TAKINGS R 1855.00

TOTAL R11 610.00

TOTAL R293.88
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OPERATIONAL COSTS OVER 12 MONTHS

ITEM DESCRIPTION AMOUNT

OFFICE EQUIPMENT R5100.00

WEBSITE, E-MAIL AND BANK CHARGES (01 DEC  - 28 
FEB)

R600.00

PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE R1800.00

TELEPHONE R4800.00

TRANSPORT R9600.00

INTERNET R8700.00

OFFICE CONSUMABLES R2000.00

FILM EQUIPMENT RENTAL: RITE OF SPRING R1700.00

TOTAL R34 300.00
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